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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Waves Audio offers the L4 Ultramaximizer: next generation of the legendary L-Series limiter plugins

 — Adaptive limiting for today’s music: L4 Ultramaximizer preserves dynamics & feel while delivering the competitive loudness modern music demands —
 
The NAMM Show, Anaheim, CA, January 22, 2026 — Waves Audio (booth 17301), the world’s leading developer of professional audio signal processing technologies and plugins, offers the L4 Ultramaximizer, an adaptive limiter for modern music. Powered by next-generation technology, the L4 introduces a forward-thinking take on limiting, raising the bar for modern loudness tools. This new plugin delivers not only highly competitive loudness levels for streaming, but also preserves musicality, offering greater low-end impact, enhanced dynamics and transient punch, and a more vibrant overall sound. 

In the 1990s and 2000s, the Waves L1 and L2 became industry-standard tools for peak limiting and level maximization, setting the reference point for loudness among scores of legendary records. But loudness was yesterday’s battle. Today, music needs more. Contemporary sound is deeper, bigger and more dynamic. Artists grab attention with more than just volume – they do it with nuance, impact and feel. A true limiter should enhance the musicality of a track, not simply reduce its dynamic range, and that’s exactly what the L4 achieves. It’s not merely a limiter, it’s a complete rethink of how loudness enhances musical expression.

Engineered for precision across a wide array of production styles, the L4 offers five new and unique limiting algorithms to match your sound’s aesthetic, with the understanding that every song is different: Modern, Aggressive, Smooth, Safe, and of course, Waves has provided the legendary L2 sound as well.

Adaptive Clipper & Release: Clipping and Release settings are automatically tailored to the content by the plugin. Once applied, you can fine-tune their relative levels in real time, shaping the transient impact and overall feel to suit the track.

Upward Compression: Inspired by the classic Waves MV2 plugin, this module is designed to enhance low-level details and add density. When combined with optimized limiter settings, the L4 delivers greater loudness and heightened dynamic impact.

Ultra-Low Latency: The L4 is a versatile workhorse, equally at home in tracking, mixing, and mastering, capable of handling even the most demanding back-to-back sessions. It’s also live performance-ready, seamlessly integrating with Waves eMotion LV1 and LV1 Classic mixing consoles, SuperRack SoundGrid, SuperRack Performer.

LUFS Metering: Prepare your track for streaming with precision. Featuring both short-term and long-term LUFS (Loudness Units relative to Full Scale) metering, the L4 provides accurate level monitoring throughout your workflow, ensuring your songs are optimized for streaming platforms. 

L4 Ultramaximizer features:
· Peak limiter – designed for a new era of loudness
· Brand-new sound, optimized for modern music production
· Five unique limiting algorithms: Modern, Aggressive, Smooth, Safe, L2
· Ultra-low latency performance
· True Peak limiting for precise control
· Two GUI modes: Graph and Classic
· Inspired by the iconic simplicity of L1 & L2 limiters
· Adaptive Clipping & Release controls to shape transient impact
· Upward compression for enhanced loudness in quieter passages
· Advanced features: LUFS metering, upsampling, dithering, delta monitoring, stereo link
· One-click gain match feature for instant A/B comparison

The L4 Ultramaximizer has been added to the Waves Ultimate plugin subscription, which includes the comprehensive Waves plugin catalog (over 240 plugins) as monthly or annual subscriptions. It is also available for purchase (perpetual license) as a separate plugin, or within these Waves bundles: Mercury, Live Plus, Pro Show and SD7 Pro Show.

Videos:
· “Introducing L4 Ultramaximizer: A New Era of Loud.”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkj9nfM0nss
· “Hear L4 in Action, Jesse Ray Ernster Mixes BURNA BOY”: https://youtu.be/zN_YyvH8rp4
· “Get Started with L4 Ultramaximizer: More Than Just Loud”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agzeEzNJN9w
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Photo caption 1: Waves Audio offers the L4 Ultramaximizer, an adaptive limiter for modern music.

About Waves Audio Ltd.:
Waves is the world’s leading developer of audio DSP solutions for music production, recording, mixing, mastering, sound design, post-production, live sound, broadcast, commercial and consumer electronics audio markets. Since its start in the early ‘90s, Waves has developed a comprehensive line of over 240 audio plugins and numerous hardware devices. For its accomplishments, Waves received a Technical GRAMMY® Award in 2011; an Engineering, Science & Technology Emmy® Award for its Waves Clarity Vx Pro plugin in 2023; and a 2024 NAMM Technical Excellence & Creativity Award for its Clarity Vx DeReverb Pro plugin. Additionally, its early flagship plugin, the Q10 equalizer, was selected as an inductee into the TECnology Hall of Fame.

Increasingly leveraging pioneering techniques in artificial intelligence, neural networks and machine learning, as well as the company’s three decades of accumulated expertise in psychoacoustics, Waves technologies are being used to improve sound quality in a growing number of market sectors. Around the world, Waves’ award-winning plugins are utilized in the creation of hit records, major motion pictures, and top-selling video games. Additionally, Waves now offers hardware-plus-software solutions (including the revolutionary eMotion LV1 Classic live mixing console) for professional audio markets. The company’s WavesLive division is a leader in the live sound sector, spearheading the development of solutions for all live platforms. Products from Waves Commercial Audio enable A/V system integrators and installers to deliver superior sound quality for corporate, commercial, government, educational, entertainment, sports and house-of-worship applications. Under its Maxx brand, Waves offers semiconductor and licensable algorithms for consumer electronics applications, used in laptops, smartphones, smart speakers, gaming headsets, TVs and more from industry leaders such as Dell, Google, Fitbit, Acer, Asus, Hisense and others.

North America Offices:
Waves, Inc., 2800 Merchants Drive, Knoxville, TN 37912; 
Tel: 865-909-9200, Fax: 865-909-9245, Email: info@waves.com,  
Web: http://www.waves.com  

Corporate Headquarters Israel:
Waves Ltd., Azrieli Center, The Triangle Tower, 32nd Floor, Tel Aviv 67023, Israel; 
Tel: 972-3-608-4000, Fax: 972-3-608-4056, Email: info@waves.com, 
Web: http://www.waves.com  

Waves Public Relations:
Clyne Media, Inc., 169-B Belle Forest Circle, Nashville, TN 37221;
Tel: 615-662-1616, Email: robert@clynemedia.com, 
Web: http://www.clynemedia.com  
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