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Waves MultiRack and Waves Plugins Chosen for West End Production of the Rock Opera American Idiot, Based on the Music of Green Day 
KNOXVILLE, TN, June 14, 2016 — Live FOH engineer Oscar Soderland (The Hellacopters, Ane Brun, The Cardigans, Veronica Maggio, The Hives, Miike Snow) and monitor engineer Peter Fredriksson (Ace of Base, Jill Johnson, Hellacopters, Roxette) choose Waves MultiRack and Waves plugins for the West End production of the rock opera American Idiot, based on the music of Green Day.
Soderland is running Waves using MultiRack SoundGrid®, working on an Allen & Heath dLive console with a DM64 box and a S7000 surface, while Fredriksson is using the Allen & Heath S7000 (with a M-Waves V2 card and M-DL-ADAPT card adapter). 

Fredriksson comments, “I use the Waves CLA Classic Compressors bundle to smack guitar and drums up a bit, to get that CLA feel, which is very significant to the Green Day sound. [Note: Chris Lord-Alge (CLA), who helped develop the CLA Classic Compressors plugins, had worked on both the musical’s cast recording and the original Green Day albums.] Doing a Green Day musical, you must have that CLA sound. I also use the Waves Vitamin Sonic Enhancer for widening the strings, and the Waves H-Reverb Hybrid Reverb is a favorite on a lot of stuff – it sounds amazing, and it is very easy to use. Waves H-Reverb is great when you need to really fine-tune your reverbs. I’m using the Waves C4 Multiband Compressor to control the dynamic and frequencies on some head mics.”
Soderland remarks, “In one of the local card ports I have an A&H M-Waves V2 card, connecting to two Waves SoundGrid Server One units in a redundant setup. A Waves MultiRack SoundGrid is installed on a MacBook Air; I use it to house and manage my Waves plugins. As this musical is based on Green Day’s album American Idiot and some of their other work, it was very important for me to get as close as possible to Green Day’s signature sound. I wanted to get a loud, in-your-face rock sound, but still keep vocals and dialog in focus, without losing attitude. There is a full punk band, 21 singers with head mics, singing on stage and backstage, nearly all the time. The orchestra pit has a string section together with the musical director, who also plays keyboards and operates an advanced Pro Tools project, controlling multiple clicks, LTC, backtracks etc. I knew I would need some clever Waves plugins to give me the sound, width and depth required in order to control the difficult and demanding composition of a live punk rock band, multiple head mics and a string section.” 

Soderland adds, on using Waves plugins, “There are different ways of approaching and using plugins; sometimes I use them to season a mix, to add that little extra; sometimes I need them to be problem solvers; at times I use them to change the whole feel and sound of my entire mix; and occasionally I do all of these things at once. I love the Chris Lord-Alge Signature Series bundle, CLA Classic Compressors, and especially the CLA-76, which I use for parallel compression on drums, and also on vocals and guitars. On the vocals, it gives me that rich, smooth, expensive-sounding vocal sound. With this plugin, it’s easy to forget that I have 21 head mics up there at the same time; the CLA-76 gives me a phenomenal large choir sound, together with individual vocal leads. On rhythm guitars, it gives me thick and punchy sound that is still highly detailed and separated. Other than that, Vitamin Sonic Enhancer is my new favorite – it really helps me make room in the full mix. My other Waves go-to plugins are the PuigTec EQs on guitars, REDD, the NLS Non-Linear Summer, and of course the C6 Multiband Compressor.”
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Photo caption 3: The signal chain for American Idiot 
About Waves Audio Ltd.:

Waves is the world’s leading developer of audio DSP solutions for the professional, broadcast, and consumer electronics audio markets. Since its start in the early '90s with the introduction of the Q10 equalizer plugin, Waves has gone on to develop a comprehensive line of over 200 audio plugins, including industry standards like the L1 and L2 Ultramaximizers, popular vintage console models, and innovative mixing tools like Vocal Rider and the Artist Signature Series. For its accomplishments, Waves received a Technical GRAMMY® Award in 2011, and the Q10 was selected as an inductee into the TECnology Hall of Fame. In 2016, Waves released the eMotion LV1 mixer, a revolutionary live digital mixing console that provides real-time audio mixing for front-of-house, monitor, studio and broadcast engineers. Waves technologies are now used to improve sound quality in virtually every sector of the audio market, from recording, mixing, mastering and post-production to broadcast, live sound, and consumer electronics. Waves has over 20 years of expertise in the development of psychoacoustic signal processing algorithms that leverage knowledge of human auditory perception to radically improve perceived sound quality. Waves’ award-winning processors are utilized to improve sound quality in the creation of hit records, major motion pictures, and top-selling video games worldwide. Waves offers computer software and hardware-plus-software solutions for the professional and broadcast markets. The company’s WavesLive division is a market leader in all live sound sectors, spearheading the development of solutions for all live platforms. Under its Maxx brand, Waves offers semiconductor and licensable algorithms for consumer electronics applications. Waves Maxx technologies dramatically enhance audio performance and are used by industry leaders such as Dell, LG, TCL, Lenovo, Asus, Denon and more.
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