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Bethel Church Chooses the Waves eMotion LV1 Live Mixer 
Knoxville, TN, May 6, 2021 — Bethel World Outreach Church in Brentwood, Tennessee, has chosen the Waves eMotion LV1 Live Mixer and Waves plugins to mix and stream the church’s services.
“We didn’t realize how much the Waves LV1 could do,” says Bethel FOH engineer Jeff Nolte, “until we started throwing requirements at it. It could handle practically anything. We now use two eMotion LV1 mixers, 64 stereo channels each – one at FOH, and one for video post-production. The first thing I fell for was the modularity of the design, which will enable us to grow on the fly when we need to. But the icing on the cake was the sound – the LV1 really sounds great. We moved from an Avid Profile to the LV1, and the LV1’s transparency and warmth are especially noticeable. The mic pre’s of the accompanying Waves SoundGrid® stagebox, the DSPRO StageGrid 4000, have a very unique warmth to them, which I don’t find in all the other digital consoles.”
“Before we got the LV1,” Nolte says, “we were about to invest in a copper split to accommodate a post-production feed for TV and online transmissions. After doing a bit of research, however, we realized that with just a slightly higher investment, we could upgrade from our antiquated console to the LV1 with its new technology, and even add a second LV1 for post-production.”

He continues, “I love it how with the LV1, I find myself focused on mixing. Everything is neatly laid out and always seems to be right in front of you. I really enjoy how I can change the layout quickly and on the fly. The LV1’s custom pages are so simple to build and populate: every time I have a new challenge that requires changing the layout of the faders, it’s painless to change it up. It’s also so easy to navigate from page to page, whether it’s accessing mix busses in flip fader mode, or quickly building mixes on the fly.” 

”Setup is also really quick,” Nolte reports. “It mostly requires just common sense. There are a couple of simple rules to adhere to, which make setup, networking and connectivity very intuitive and concise. Our FOH position is permanent, but the video post’s LV1 sometimes moves around: it’s mounted in an OCD LV1 CNTRL housing, and when required, it is ridiculously easy to strike and move to another location.”

Using Waves plugins inside the LV1 is essential to Nolte’s workflow: “The plugins are reliable and a joy to have sonically. They will spoil you before you know it, and you will question how you ever mixed without them! All my go-to plugins are zero-latency, which is indispensable since I mix monitors from FOH. My must-have plugins are the Waves SSL 4000 Collection, the CLA Compressors, API 2500, the NLS Non-Linear Summer, and the Scheps Omni Channel. I also can’t do without H-Reverb and LoAir. I like using the SSL-E Channel on drums. It makes everything pop and punch. I use the SSL G-Channel on vocals – very smooth, and the vocals jump out in the mix. I like the CLA-2A Compressor/Limiter for vocal buss compression, as it just seems to put a warmth and character on vocals. I use the NLS on almost every input. It provides a very smoothing harmonic character on everything. The NLS is like glue, making things merge and play well with the other tracks. I always use the API 2500 for my drum squash buss for parallel compression – it just makes everything rock! Be judicious with the attack time and ease into it – that really makes the punch element shine without losing dynamic range. I love the H-Reverb, if for no other reason than the 224 rich plate preset. It takes me back to a time when having that sound was a luxury. LoAir is my go-to for kick drum and large toms. Really gives the drum a richer character and finished sound. Finally, the Scheps Omni Channel is a great tool for both vocals and drums.”
eMotion LV1 also helps Nolte mix monitors from the FOH position: “We’ve been doing that with the help of the Waves MyMon Personal Monitor Mixing App and the DiGiGrid Q boxes that are networked via Waves SoundGrid. This was particularly helpful in that our stage was initially wired for Avioms, but not for analog returns to stage; if we had to bring analog lines to the stage from the I/O racks, we would have had to pull it… The fact that we were able to do all of the feeds to the DiGiGrid Q’s over a Cat5e was a total bonus, and the DiGiGrid Q’s sound great as well. We have two DSPRO StageGrid 4000s at stage, one DiGiGrid IOC audio interface at FOH and one DiGiGrid IOX high-count I/O interface at video post-production. We are doing our Ethernet connection over fiber, since the cable pulls were in excess of 300 feet.”

“My expectations of the LV1 have been surpassed, by far,” Nolte sums up. “This mixer hits a budget price point – but you can expect it to perform like a very expensive console. The workflow is whatever you need it to be, and it can be completely transformed on the fly, even during a show if need be. Sonically, I couldn’t be happier with the end result. Our change to the LV1 has been a success, and I have gone on to recommend it to a number of clients and friends. Well done, Waves!”
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Photo caption 1: Bethel FOH engineer Jeff Nolte, pictured with the church’s Waves eMotion LV1 Live Mixer setup
About Waves Audio Ltd.:
Waves is the world’s leading developer of audio DSP solutions for music production, recording, mixing, mastering, sound design, post-production, live sound, broadcast, commercial and consumer electronics audio markets. Since its start in the early '90s, Waves has developed a comprehensive line of over 250 audio plugins and numerous hardware devices. For its accomplishments, Waves received a Technical GRAMMY® Award in 2011, and its early flagship plugin, the Q10 equalizer, was selected as an inductee into the TECnology Hall of Fame. 
Increasingly leveraging pioneering techniques in artificial intelligence, neural networks and machine learning, as well as the company’s three decades of accumulated expertise in psychoacoustics, Waves technologies are being used to improve sound quality in a growing number of market sectors. Around the world, Waves’ award-winning plugins are utilized in the creation of hit records, major motion pictures, and top-selling video games. Additionally, Waves now offers hardware-plus-software solutions (including the revolutionary eMotion LV1 mixer) for professional audio markets. The company’s WavesLive division is a leader in the live sound sector, spearheading the development of solutions for all live platforms. Products from Waves Commercial Audio enable A/V system integrators and installers to deliver superior sound quality for corporate, commercial, government, educational, entertainment, sports and house-of-worship applications. Under its Maxx brand, Waves offers semiconductor and licensable algorithms for consumer electronics applications, used in laptops, smartphones, smart speakers, gaming headsets, TVs and more from industry leaders such as Dell, Google, Fitbit, Acer, Asus, Hisense and others.
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