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Genelec 8341A Smart Active Monitors™ Are “The Ones” for Engineer Riley Mackin on Sessions for Childish Gambino in the Studio and on the Road
— Part of Genelec’s trio of point-source, three-way monitors known collectively as “The Ones,” the 8341A is a consistent thread that runs through Mackin’s work with one of hip-hop’s hottest artists —
The NAMM Show, Anaheim, CA, January 24, 2019 — Engineer and mixer Riley Mackin has encountered Genelec monitoring just about everywhere he’s worked professionally, so it’s not surprising that he turned to Genelec 8341A Smart Active Monitors™ for his own personal studio in Los Angeles this year, buying a 2+1 monitoring system that’s rounded out with a Genelec 7360 subwoofer, all purchased through retailer Westlake Professional. In fact, the 8341s — part of Genelec’s acclaimed trio of point-source, three-way monitor series known collectively as “The Ones” that also includes the 8351 and 8331A — have become so essential to Mackin’s work that he also takes them with him when he works elsewhere. Most recently, that includes going on the road with Childish Gambino — aka Donald Glover — as Glover and Mackin continue the recording process in between shows in green rooms and dressing rooms in venues across the country during his “This Is America” tour.

 

“I’ve had Genelecs as I’ve gone from studio to studio in my career; they’re really everywhere, and for a good reason,” says Mackin. “Now, I think ‘The Ones’ are really even a step up from what Genelec’s done before. They have an even flatter response than before, and as a result they translate perfectly from studio to studio, room to room, better than ever, and always without any listening fatigue. The low end is especially good, with plenty of punch but that stays tight with the rest of the track.”

 

Those qualities are critical for Mackin’s work with Glover on the road. He’ll set up in dressing rooms and green rooms on stops along the U.S. leg of the tour and continue to add to Glover’s steady stream of hit releases. Mackin says the 8341A monitors are an especially good fit for Glover because of the breadth of his sonic range. “He has a very eclectic sound,” he explains. “He’s mainly a hip hop artist, so the speakers have to be able to handle the typical super low end as well as the high-hat on top, but he also has a lot of other instrumentation in between, including a [Fender] Rhodes and a clavinet. When you have an array of sounds like that, especially something with the hard attack of a clav, it takes a pretty amazing speaker to not let you get tired of listening. But that’s what the 8341 can do. I can hear all the dynamics but without my ears getting battered.”

 

Mackin says that he’s come to rely on Genelec’s state-of-the-art and robust GLMTM / AutoCal™ automated calibration system, which lets him quickly get a flat response in any listening environment, a critical feature as he travels with the artist, and part of a carefully chosen signal path that also includes a Neve 1073 EQ and Empirical Labs Distressor with a Universal Audio Apollo 16 interface and an sE Electronics Gemini II cardioid tube microphone. “I know that when I’m all set up and the 8341s are calibrated, I’ll be hearing the same sound that I hear in the studio as I record and edit, no matter how bad the acoustics are in some of these rooms on the road,” he says. In fact, says Mackin, Genelec’s “The Ones” have been so spectacular that Glover himself now also has a pair of the 8351A speakers and a 7380 sub. “Genelec is as good as it gets,” he says, “anywhere you take them.”
For more information visit www.genelec.com. 
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Photo caption: Engineer Riley Mackin, pictured with a Genelec 8341A Smart Active Monitor (background). 
Genelec, the pioneer in Active Monitoring technology, is celebrating 40 years of designing and manufacturing active loudspeakers for true and accurate sound reproduction. Genelec is credited with promoting the concept of active transducer technology. Since its inception in 1978, Genelec has concentrated its efforts and resources into creating active monitors with unparalleled sonic integrity. The result is an active speaker system that has earned global acclaim for its accurate imaging, extremely high acoustic output from small enclosures, true high-fidelity with low distortion, and deep, rich bass. 

Genelec is also celebrating over 10 years of its Smart Active Monitoring™ technology, which allows studio monitors to be networked, configured and calibrated for the user’s specific acoustic environment. Each Smart Active Monitor or subwoofer is equipped with advanced internal DSP circuitry, which tightly integrates with the GLM (Genelec Loudspeaker Manager) software application, running on Mac or PC. GLM’s reference microphone kit allows the user’s acoustic environment to be analyzed, after which GLM’s AutoCal feature optimizes each Smart Active Monitor for level, distance delay, subwoofer crossover phase and room response equalization, with the option of further fine tuning by the user. By minimizing the room’s influence on the sound, Smart Active Monitors deliver an unrivalled reference, with excellent translation between rooms.

Other brand and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information on the complete range of Genelec Active Monitoring Systems, contact: Genelec Inc., 7 Tech Circle, Natick, MA 01760. Tel: (508) 652-0900; Fax: (508) 652-0909; 

Web: http://www.genelecusa.com/.
Genelec is exhibiting at booth 18501 at the 2019 NAMM Show in Anaheim, CA.
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