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Genelec brings the spirit of soccer to life at Hamburg’s FC St. Pauli Museum

— Genelec’s 8010s take visitors through the club’s unique history —

NATICK, MA, January 28, 2025 — With its iconic skull-and-crossbones logo, FC St. Pauli is anything but a conventional football club. Renowned for its commitment to social activism, the Hamburg-based team won promotion to Germany’s Bundesliga last season, and has steadily built a reputation as a cultural phenomenon—attracting a devoted following that extends far beyond Germany’s borders.

Housed within the legendary Millerntor-Stadion, the FC St. Pauli Museum celebrates the team’s rich history and admirable ethos. Now, thanks to a state-of-the-art Genelec audio installation, visitors can experience the magic and emotion of this extraordinary club like never before. Combining immersive soundscapes with cutting-edge audio technology, the new setup brings the roar of the crowd and the essence of the club into full focus.

Founded in 1910, FC St. Pauli began as an unremarkable football club that evolved into a symbol of rebellion and inclusivity. During the 1980s and 1990s, it was closely tied to Hamburg’s countercultural movement, embracing progressive ideals that resonated with the city's working-class roots. “FC St. Pauli fans are known for their unbreakable loyalty and passionate support,” says Dennis Bajer, a renowned Hamburg audio producer, engineer and FC St. Pauli supporter who was responsible for the new sound installation. “An authentic portrayal of their culture and connection to the team was essential for this project.”

This ethos extends beyond the pitch, making the club an icon for diversity, equality, and community activism. The museum at Millerntor-Stadion seeks to encapsulate this legacy, and its latest audio upgrade is a key part of achieving that goal. Bajer took on the challenge of creating, designing, producing, and integrating an audio experience that would immerse visitors in the fervor of a Millerntor match.

Collaborating closely with Christopher Radke from the museum, Bajer looked to complement the visual storytelling with an equally impactful auditory dimension. The highlight of the installation is its ability to evoke the emotional intensity of St. Pauli’s key moments. “We used the surround mix from the Bundesliga’s host broadcaster Sportcast, adding chants, claps, and effects to replicate the stadium atmosphere,” Bajer explains. “The aim was to transport visitors to those core memories and make them feel part of the journey.”

Key to the project’s success was the selection of Genelec’s 8010 loudspeakers. For Bajer, the choice was clear: “I’ve been familiar with Genelec for years and knew their compact size and unmatched clarity would be perfect for the museum’s setup.” The 8010’s minimal profile allowed them to blend seamlessly with the museum’s projection, ensuring that the visuals remained the focus while delivering powerful, transparent sound.

Another important consideration was the reliability of Genelec’s performance. “I knew from experience that their loudspeakers would faithfully reproduce the atmosphere of the Millerntor-Stadion, even in the museum's compact space,” Bajer notes. Paired with an RCF S5012 subwoofer and a Focusrite Scarlett 18i20 interface, the system delivers a 7.1 mix that captures every nuance of the fan chants, crowd roars, and matchday intensity. 

The original plan included a 7.1.2 setup, but overhead loudspeaker placement had to be adjusted due to the museum’s large projection. “Instead of seeing this as a setback, we leveraged the room’s natural acoustics to deepen the sense of immersion,” says Bajer. “Careful positioning and production adjustments ensured the system met its goals.” The result is an installation that exceeds expectations. Visitors are now greeted with a soundscape that mirrors the heart and soul of FC St. Pauli. 

Bajer couldn’t be prouder: “The sound and space feel truly married to each other. It’s a perfect reflection of the team’s unity and the fans’ unwavering support. The teamwork involved was incredible. Without it, this room might still be a storage area. It’s fascinating to see everything come together with such a strong message of community and resilience.”

More than just a technical achievement, the museum’s new audio installation invites fans and visitors to relive unforgettable moments while discovering what makes this club so unique. As Bajer concludes: “This project wasn’t just about sound – it was about capturing the essence of what FC St. Pauli stands for. And that’s something truly special.”

For more information, please visit www.genelec.com. 
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Photo caption 1: The FC St. Pauli Museum in Hamburg features a 7.1 loudspeaker system based around Genelec 8010 studio loudspeakers
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Photo caption 2: The FC St. Pauli Museum in Hamburg
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Photo caption 3: FC St. Pauli has a strong focus on diversity, equality, and community activism.

PDF file: St_Pauli_Genelec_Case_Study_FINAL_ENG.pdf
PDF caption: Genelec FC St. Pauli Museum case study

Genelec, the pioneer in Active Monitoring technology, is celebrating over 45 years of designing and manufacturing active loudspeakers for true and accurate sound reproduction. Genelec is credited with promoting the concept of active transducer technology. Since its inception in 1978, Genelec has concentrated its efforts and resources into creating active monitors with unparalleled sonic integrity. The result is an active speaker system that has earned global acclaim for its accurate imaging, extremely high acoustic output from small enclosures, true high-fidelity with low distortion, and deep, rich bass.

Genelec is also continuing with its 18th year of Smart Active Monitoring™ technology, which allows studio monitors to be networked, configured and calibrated for the user’s specific acoustic environment. Each Smart Active Monitor or subwoofer is equipped with advanced internal DSP circuitry, which tightly integrates with the GLM (Genelec Loudspeaker Manager) software application, running on Mac or PC. GLM’s reference microphone kit allows the user’s acoustic environment to be analyzed, after which GLM’s AutoCal feature optimizes each Smart Active Monitor for level, distance delay, subwoofer crossover phase and room response equalization, with the option of further fine tuning by the user. By minimizing the room’s influence on the sound, Smart Active Monitors deliver an unrivalled reference, with excellent translation between rooms.

Visit Genelec on social media:
https://www.facebook.com/Genelec
https://www.linkedin.com/company/genelec-oy
https://www.instagram.com/Genelec_oy/
https://x.com/Genelec
https://www.tiktok.com/@genelec_oy

Other brand and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information on the complete range of Genelec Active Monitoring Systems, contact: Genelec Inc., 7 Tech Circle, Natick, MA 01760. Tel: (508) 652-0900; Fax: (508) 652-0909; 
Web: http://www.genelec.com/.
