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For Immediate Release
High-Profile Venues Praise Bose® Professional RoomMatch® and PowerMatch® Systems

Broken Arrow Performing Arts Center and Pike Performing Arts Center are just two of the latest venues to benefit from Bose® Professional Systems
Framingham, Massachusetts, June 18, 2013 – Bose® Professional Systems Division is proud to see its RoomMatch® loudspeakers and PowerMatch® amplifiers embraced by a wide variety of satisfied customers – including front-of-house engineers, technical directors, venue and school administrators, system designers, thrilled concert-goers and many more. For example, those involved with the Broken Arrow Performing Arts Center (BAPAC) in Broken Arrow (near Tulsa), Oklahoma, and the Pike Performing Arts Center (PPAC) in the Indianapolis area, have been vocal in their praise of their respective Bose systems. Both venues host a wide range of performance events, which can present an acoustical challenge, but they have both benefited greatly from their new systems in terms of coverage, intelligibility and rich, musical sound.

The 86,200-sq.-ft. BAPAC, completed in 2009, includes a 1500-seat performing arts venue that recently received an AV upgrade with a new RoomMatch loudspeaker system with PowerMatch amplifiers and ControlSpace® processing. Originally, the space was going to be used exclusively for orchestral-type performances, but as the itinerary evolved in the past few years to include choral performances, Broadway shows and more, it became clear that a different type of system was necessary. BAPAC hired acoustical consultant Chips Davis of Concord, CA-based Chips Davis Design to evaluate the problems, and he concluded that the room was far too “live” for most uses, and acoustical treatment was not doing the trick. The resulting Bose system includes 18 RoomMatch loudspeakers installed in three arrays plus eight RMS215 subwoofers, powered by a total of 11 PowerMatch PM8500N amplifiers, with management via Bose ControlSpace software. 

Davis notes, “I knew they weren't going to have a lot of money to change much of the physical acoustical treatment areas, so that gave more credence to using the RoomMatch system to keep sound off the walls and aimed where it should go. I knew from doing several demonstrations with the Bose system how well defined the directivity pattern of the units can be tailored to the space—hence the name RoomMatch. After the system was installed, the directional control of the arrays and the subs in the design was especially remarkable. I reviewed the modeling that was done for the venue. Keeping all of that energy from the speaker system, including the subs, from rolling back onto the stage was very impressive.”
Mark Frie, Executive Director, BAPAC, noted, “The first professional show we did with the Bose system was a big band musical revue, and it involved all the components that would have made me lose sleep with the former system because it involved a lot of horns on stage, all of them of course wanted to be individually mic’ed, and it involved six singers on headworn microphones trying to do dialog over a 20-something-piece big band on stage. That would have been a recipe for disaster. And I had folks come up to me after that show and say, ‘something’s different, we understood every word, and we could hear the balance between horns and the piano and singers.’ It was everything that it should be, and they didn’t know what it was. And that’s when you know you’ve got it right, because they can’t really put their finger on why they had such a great experience, just that they did. So it was a great first test for us!”

The Pike Performing Arts Center installation was just as successful. Although affiliated with the K-12 school system in the area, the venue keeps its own schedule with a range of local and touring performances. The 1,449-seat main auditorium now has a Bose RoomMatch system installed by ESCO Communications of Indianapolis. The installation represented the first significant upgrade to the audio equipment at the facility since it was built in 1996. The original system, consisting of long-throw horns and bass boxes behind a soffit, had been enhanced at some point with additional boxes on either side of the stage, but it led to little improvement. The old rig was not adequate, and the PPAC would still have to rent a full PA package occasionally throughout the calendar year. As ESCO was trying out ideas for a RoomMatch system, they decided on a two-cluster configuration, with one cluster on each side of the stage, resulting in very even coverage from the front to the back of the hall.
Gary Dunn, EVP, ESCO Communications, stated, “With PPAC’s previous system they always struggled with getting the back areas covered. They had some under-balcony speakers that they left in place, but the coverage is extremely good without turning them on. The control of the sound with these new boxes is so good. The ability to layer in the different horizontal and vertical patterns within the same array really helped; you can't do that with traditional line arrays.”

Jared Duymovic, Director, PPAC, is particularly fond of the array’s directivity and control: “I was extremely pleased with how enveloping and immersive the sound became with the new system,” reports Duymovic. “It was almost instantaneously recognizable as being at a different level entirely from what we were used to. The experience that I had when I first listened was very much akin to putting on a set of Bose headphones. Everything was very full and clear with even dispersion throughout the hall, and the bass response was excellent without being overwhelming. We've only had a handful of events, but the benefit is clear already. It's just an enjoyable listening experience, which will help bring audience back time and time again.” 

Duymovic elaborated: “I love the fact that you could cut it off from all the places that you didn’t want it to go. You sit in the seat and you have sound; you stand up next to the wall and it goes away. It’s fantastic.”
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Photo Caption 1: The performing arts venue at Broken Arrow Performing Arts Center (BAPAC) in Broken Arrow (near Tulsa), Oklahoma, which recently received an AV upgrade with components from Bose® Professional Systems Division, including a new RoomMatch® loudspeaker system with PowerMatch® amplifiers and ControlSpace® processing.
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Photo Caption 2: The auditorium at the Pike Performing Arts Center (PPAC) in the Indianapolis area, which recently received an AV upgrade in the form of a RoomMatch® system from Bose® Professional Systems Division.

About Bose Corporation
Bose Corporation was founded in 1964 by Dr. Amar G. Bose, then a professor of electrical engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Today, the company is driven by its founding principles, investing in long-term research with one fundamental goal: to develop new technologies with real customer benefits.  Bose® innovations have spanned decades and industries, creating and transforming categories in audio and beyond. Bose products for the home, in the car, on the go and in public spaces have become iconic. From the company’s home entertainment systems and Wave® music systems, to noise cancelling and audio headphones, digital music systems, Bluetooth® speakers and professional solutions, Bose has changed the way people listen to music.

Bose Corporation is privately held. The company’s spirit of invention, passion for excellence, and commitment to extraordinary customer experiences can be found around the world -- everywhere Bose does business.  
The Bluetooth® word mark is a registered trademark owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. and any use of such mark by Bose Corporation is under license.
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