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The Rosetta Room elevates downtown Mesa’s live music scene with RCF professional sound system

– Community-focused venue pairs historic character with modern audio performance –

Piscataway, NJ, March 23, 2026 – Located in the heart of downtown Mesa, Arizona, The Rosetta Room has quickly established itself as a vibrant new destination for live music and community events, powered by a professional sound system from RCF that delivers the clarity, headroom and reliability demanded by today’s touring artists and engineers.

Housed in a historic mid-century building at 104 E. 1st Ave., the 6,300-square-foot venue features a 400-capacity all-ages concert hall designed to host everything from national touring acts and emerging local artists to DJ nights, cultural events and community gatherings across genres including punk, metal, indie, hip-hop and electronic music. The Rosetta Room was created as a sister venue to Mesa’s iconic Nile Theater, expanding the city’s cultural landscape while providing a modern, accessible space for performances and events.

“At the Nile, we’ve been part of the downtown Mesa music scene for more than 16 years,” said Michelle Donovan, owner and talent buyer for The Rosetta Room and The Nile Theater. “Our basement venue, the Underground, is a hundred-year-old space that people love, but because there is no elevator in the facility, it’s not accessible to everyone. We wanted to create something that offered a different experience – something more polished and welcoming while making sure everyone in the community could have access and be part of the shows we host. So, we found a building two Octobers ago that would house the Rosetta Room, and we just started the build out and we eventually opened in May of 2025.”

To deliver consistent sound quality across that variety of performances, Donovan tasked front-of-house engineer Jason Hinkle and sound engineer Bryan Greenberg with identifying the right PA for the room. The sale and installation were handled by Sal Davi, principal owner of Phoenix-based Wave Maker Concepts, LLC, a long-time RCF user and sound reinforcement provider. 

“I reached out to Sal and RCF for us,” said Jason Hinkle, who also tours with Portland-based metalcore band Dying Wish. 

Davi recalls, “I told them there are several PA systems on the market that won’t deliver the level of audio quality required for these performances from the bands you are booking in the Rosetta Room – RCF is the system I recommend.” 

“We discussed several options, but RCF really stood out because it hit that sweet spot where performance and budget aligned,” said Hinkle. “Sal brought in a demo system so we could hear what it actually sounded like in the room. He also had some key people from RCF there to answer any questions we might have. After getting a demo of the RCF system, it became clear it was the right system for this room.”

The venue’s ground-stacked PA system features eight RCF HDL 28-A active line array modules (four per side) paired with two RCF SUB 8008-AS dual 18-inch subwoofers (one per side). The system is mixed on a Midas M32 Series digital console, with microphones from Shure and sE Electronics, while lighting throughout the venue is provided by fixtures from SHEHDS.

Room geometry was a major factor in the system design. The stage measures just 29 feet wide, while the room extends close to 100 feet deep with relatively low ceilings.

Because it was an older building, due to structural load limitations associated with the venue, the RCF system was deployed in a ground-stack configuration. “We couldn’t fly anything, so it had to be a ground-stack system that could still throw cleanly to the back of the room,” Davi explained. “The throw and dispersion of HDL 28s do that really well. Even at the back of the room, you still get great clarity and coverage.”

Headroom was another priority for a venue hosting high-energy touring acts. “In club environments, sometimes guest touring engineers push systems harder than they should,” Hinkle said. “With this system we have plenty of headroom. If you push those HDL 28s past about 60 percent, you’re already in seriously loud territory, so the system is usually just cruising rather than being pushed to its limits.”

Hinkle also notes that the system’s tonal balance makes it especially easy to mix. “The upper mids are really nice in these HDL boxes,” he said. “Vocals sit right where they should – forward and clear without getting harsh. Once the system was installed, Oscar from RCF came out and tuned it, and we haven’t had to touch much since. It just works.”

The results have been immediately noticeable to both audiences and touring crews. “We’ve had bands that have played our rooms for years come through Rosetta for the first time and say, ‘Wow, this is our new favorite spot,’” Donovan added. “A lot of that comes down to the technology and the quality of the sound. It really has made a difference in how people experience the venue.”

“I’m a strong advocate for RCF, as I feel their products are best-in-class, competitively priced and backed by exceptional company support,” stated Davi. “As an interesting side note, after demonstrating the system for Jason, Bryan, Michelle and their team, and ultimately supplying the RCF solution for The Rosetta Room, I was confident enough in its performance to invest in the same system for my own production inventory,” he added. “Through my company, we provide production services for the City of Phoenix, and we deployed that RCF rig for a Fourth of July event attended by approximately 20,000 people. Utilizing four HDL 28 modules per side with four SUB 9006 units, the system delivered exceptional coverage and output with complete ease. That experience further reinforced my confidence in RCF’s performance, scalability and reliability in both venue and large-scale live event environments. We’re continuing to put the system to work, with plans to deploy it at upcoming events around Arizona.”

For Hinkle, the most telling sign of success is the simplicity of day-to-day operation. “The system just works,” he said. “The staff is happy, the bands are happy, and the engineers coming through the room are happy. That says everything you need to know.”

“Everybody who walks in here can hear the difference,” said Hinkle. “When a system sounds great, the whole experience changes – for the band, the engineers and the audience. And RCF has certainly made that difference.”

Links:
RCF
RCF USA: www.rcf-usa.com
TT+ AUDIO: www.ttaudio.com
	RCF HDL 28-A Active Two-Way Line Array Modules
	RCF SUB 8008-AS Professional Powered Dual 18” Subwoofer
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Photo file 1: RCF_RosettaRoom_Photo1.JPG
Photo caption 1: Performers on stage at The Rosetta Room in Mesa, Arizona, making good use of the facility’s professional sound system from RCF (photo 1). 
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Photo caption 2: Performers on stage at The Rosetta Room in Mesa, Arizona, making good use of the facility’s professional sound system from RCF (photo 2).
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Photo caption 3: Rosetta Room exterior


About RCF: 75 Years of Italian Audio Innovation.

Since 1949, RCF has been a leader in professional audio, blending Italian craftsmanship with advanced technology. With all R&D, manufacturing, and distribution under one roof in Reggio Emilia, Italy, RCF maintains full control over quality and innovation. Its diverse product range — from installation loudspeakers and portable PA systems to large-scale line arrays — is trusted by engineers worldwide for reliability, precision, and versatility.

www.rcf.it
#RCFaudio



TT+ AUDIO: Premium Sound, Redefined.

TT+ AUDIO, RCF’s premium brand, is purpose-built for the most demanding professional applications. Designed from the ground up, TT+ AUDIO systems combine advanced acoustic engineering, innovative DSP, and rugged construction to deliver exceptional clarity, control, and consistency — on the road or in fixed installations. The new TT+ AUDIO GTX series sets a new standard for performance and setup efficiency.

www.ttaudio.com
#TTaudio
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