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For Immediate Release

Professional Audio Manufacturers Alliance (PAMA) and Shure Incorporated announce recipients of 2025 Mark Brunner Professional Audio Scholarship

— Jeremiah Grier of Temple University, Tamanpreet Kaur of American University, Andrew Padfield of Western Michigan University and Paula Sedlacek of Penn State University are named as honorees of the annual scholarship that celebrates the life and accomplishments of long-time Shure executive and PAMA board member Mark Brunner —

Lemoyne, PA, September 25, 2025 – The Professional Audio Manufacturers Alliance (PAMA), in partnership with Shure Incorporated, announces the 2025 recipients of the fifth annual Mark Brunner Professional Audio Scholarship. Brunner, a long-time Shure executive, a past president of PAMA and a leading voice in the professional audio community who passed away in 2020, had an unwavering passion for education and mentorship throughout his career. Each scholarship is offered annually to students worldwide who are pursuing an education in professional audio. 

The 2025 Mark Brunner Professional Audio Scholarship recipients are Jeremiah Grier of Temple University, Tamanpreet Kaur of American University, Andrew Padfield of Western Michigan University and Paula Sedlacek of Penn State University. 

Jeremiah Grier, who is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Audio and Live Entertainment at Temple University, remarks, “The Mark Brunner Scholarship means a lot to me, not only as financial support, but as recognition of my passion for audio and commitment to growing in this industry. This award will help me focus on my education at Temple while also giving me the opportunity to share my knowledge and experiences with others, especially those from underserved communities. Like Mark Brunner, I believe accessibility is essential to keeping this industry thriving, and I hope to carry that legacy forward in my own career. I aspire to build a media production agency in the future where I would provide equipment and education to creatives.”

Tamanpreet Kaur, who is in a Master of Arts in Audio Technology program at American University in Washington, D.C., sees the opportunities enhanced by the scholarship as tying in with her larger goals of social change and awareness. She remarks, “My vision is both to empower women in audio and technology, where female representation remains limited, and to challenge how creative education is often marginalized. Mark Brunner dedicated his life to uplifting professionals in audio, and I hope to carry forward that legacy by amplifying voices too often overlooked. I want to bring visibility to the creators who work behind the curtain so someone else on the front can shine loudly. I believe in the power of art, but also in the power of resources which, when directed thoughtfully, can transform lives. This scholarship represents my voice being heard, and through me, the voices of countless artists who never had the chance to dream big.”

Andrew Padfield is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Multimedia Arts Technology at Western Michigan University. He notes, “Being named as a recipient of the PAMA Mark Brunner Scholarship means a lot to me. For one, I’m a huge Shure fan and I’m a drummer. Music has been my way of finding confidence and a place where I belong, especially after going through cancer as a kid. Mentors have made all the difference for me in learning how to play drums, showing me how to run sound, introducing me to other musicians, and encouraging me when things were tough. This scholarship will help me keep going with school and move toward my goal of working as an audio engineer. I want my career in audio engineering to be a catalyst for mentoring younger musicians, helping performers sound their best, and creating live experiences that bring people together. Audio has given me purpose and belonging, and I’m determined to pass that gift along.”
 
Paula Sedlacek, who is pursuing a Master of Science in Acoustics at Penn State, remarked, “I am working on my thesis focusing on psychoacoustics, looking at how externalization can increase intelligibility of speech presented through headphones. The PAMA Mark Brunner Scholarship will support me in my current research, which will advance both my educational journey and professional aspirations post-graduation, where I hope to work as an engineer on audio related projects such as transducer design or audio signal processing. I am particularly excited about using the scholarship funds for textbooks, which will help me with homework assignments and also be a lifelong resource to have on the shelf of all my future offices.”
 
On behalf of PAMA, Yvonne Ho, president of the PAMA board of directors, stated, “Now in its fifth year, this scholarship honors the legacy of Mark Brunner by providing assistance to a new generation of audio professionals. Mark had a passion for mentorship, and he would certainly be proud of what these individuals are accomplishing. We thank Shure for partnering with PAMA on this scholarship and for making it possible.”

“We are proud to support the PAMA Mark Brunner Scholarship, as it reflects our commitment to fostering the next generation of talent in our industry and honoring the legacy of excellence that Mark championed,” said Chris Schyvinck, President and CEO of Shure. 

A former President of PAMA from 2011-2013, Brunner provided a consistent voice to the strategic direction of PAMA and its role in advancing the professional audio industry. Mark joined Shure in 1989 and during his tenure held several key positions, including Director of Advertising and Managing Director of the Musical Instrument and Touring Sound business unit. Most recently, Mark was Vice President of Global Corporate & Government Relations, where he worked on numerous industry issues, including the FCC rules for wireless device operation/frequency, spectrum allocation, and lobbied to protect the wireless microphone market sector. Additionally, he was a prominent member of The Recording Academy Producers & Engineers Wing Manufacturers Council, where he frequently shared his views on legislative wireless white space and broadband issues as well as other related industry matters.

Individuals and companies interested in supporting the Mark Brunner Professional Audio Scholarship fund may donate via the PAMA website here. PAMA is appreciative of all donations that honor Mark’s legacy and support students pursuing careers in the professional audio industry.

For more information, please go to https://www.pamalliance.org/scholarship. 
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About PAMA: 
Founded in 2003, the Professional Audio Manufacturers Alliance (PAMA) is the collective voice and forum for the leading manufacturers of professional audio products and the people who use them. PAMA member companies conduct business worldwide in support of high-quality audio across a wide range of industries – pursuing the state of the art in technology and practice to enable audio professionals to elevate their craft and delight listeners and audiences every day. PAMA’s mission is to promote awareness and appreciation of high-quality professional audio through market leadership, communication and education. Our core customers are pro-audio professionals around the world with an interest in promoting high-quality audio. Learn more at www.pamalliance.org.  
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