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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Focusrite RedNet powers FOH workflow for Toby Francis on Kendrick Lamar & SZA’s Grand National Tour

Veteran audio engineer integrates RedNet A16R and D64R for Dante®-enabled analog summing, seamless FOH outboard control, and uncompromising sound quality 

Los Angeles, CA, July 29, 2025 – As Kendrick Lamar and SZA’s Grand National Tour continues to captivate audiences across the U.S. and Europe, front-of-house engineer Toby Francis continues to rely on Focusrite RedNet to help him deliver the powerful, nuanced mixes that define the show’s sonic signature. With a Clair Global Cohesion PA system and DiGiCo Quantum 852 console at FOH, Francis integrates multiple RedNet A16R analog interfaces and D64R MADI bridges into his setup, enabling high-channel-count Dante® connectivity, streamlined analog summing, and fail-safe reliability night after night.

“I’ve used RedNet A16Rs for about seven years, and they’ve never failed me,” says Francis. “They’re rock solid, sound incredible, and from my perspective, were purpose-built for the road. I’ve got four A16Rs out on this tour, three active and one spare, but I’ve never had to swap out a single unit.”

Francis, known for his work with artists including Red Hot Chili Peppers, Ariana Grande, and Katy Perry, runs a hybrid setup that features two 23-space racks of analog outboard gear connected via Dante using RedNet A16Rs. The racks interface with a Rupert Neve 5060 Centerpiece summing mixer, allowing Francis to bridge the analog and digital realms with pristine conversion and total control. A DiGiCo Orange Box converts Dante to Optocore, ensuring all FOH inserts are mirrored across both engines of the dual-console setup.

“RedNet gives me the transparency I need to make subtle sonic decisions and the flexibility to adapt to whatever system I’m working on,” Francis explains. “It’s the link that ties my analog outboard, digital console, and Dante network together seamlessly.” The tour’s complexity demands uncompromised sonic integrity across nearly 80 inputs and dozens of outboard processing chains. For Francis, RedNet is more than a converter, it’s a foundational part of his signature mix style.

“I love transformers and tubes, and I mix with a lot of analog gear because I want every nuance to come through,” says Francis. “RedNet converters let me hear all those details clearly, and that translates into the big, deep low end and immersive dynamics Kendrick’s team wants to deliver every night.”

Francis also emphasizes RedNet’s critical role in redundancy and uptime: “With dual power supplies and Dante redundancy, I’ve got peace of mind that if  the power goes down in an arena, I know the RedNet gear will come right back up, fast. 30 seconds of down time at that moment feels like an eternity. And trust me, getting the system back up super-fast means everything when you’ve got 60,000 fans staring at you. With RedNet it’s one less thing I have to stress about because I know I can rely on it. ”

When asked about Focusrite customer support, Francis stated, “I tell you what, I've never needed it. I did need an extra unit once while on the road, and they helped me get that, overnight! In all my years using RedNet, I’ve never had a failure to need support from them. And honestly, everything’s so well documented and once you have the system set up, it’s very intuitive to operate.”

As the tour moves into South America, Asia, and Australia, RedNet will remain at the heart of Francis’s touring rig. “Every time someone asks me what converters to use, I point them to RedNet,” he says. “Sound quality, flexibility, reliability – nothing else checks all the boxes like this.”
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Photo caption 1: Front-of-house engineer Toby Francis, pictured with some of his touring gear, including Focusrite RedNet interfaces.
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Photo caption 2: Toby Francis’s racks of touring gear, including Focusrite RedNet interfaces.


For further information, head to www.focusrite.com or contact: 
USA: Dan Hughley +1 (310) 341-7265 // daniel.hughley@focusrite.com 
Robert Clyne +1 (615) 662-1616 // robert@clynemedia.com 

About Toby Francis
Toby Francis is a veteran front‑of‑house (FOH) sound engineer with over 45 years of touring experience. He's mixed live for top-tier artists such as Ariana Grande, Aerosmith, Katy Perry, ZZ Top, Travis Scott, Red Hot Chili Peppers and currently Kendrick Lamar. He’s renowned for blending analog warmth with modern precision: using modern gear like Focusrite’s RedNet modular audio-over-IP system along with classic audio components like Rupert Neve consoles, tube compressors, and the rare Fairchild 670 on major stadium tours. Toby also teaches Berklee Online’s “Live Event Sound Engineering & Concert Production 101,” sharing decades of insight and stories, including technical failures, wild tours, and mastering both digital and analog systems. His signature blend of experienced craftsmanship and technical innovation make him a go‑to engineer for the biggest names in live music.

About Focusrite 
The Focusrite brand offers audio interfaces and other solutions for recording musicians, producers, podcasters, and audio professionals alike. Today the company is famous for offering unprecedented sonic performance at every price point, notably the ubiquitous Scarlett range of USB interfaces. Focusrite relentlessly pursues opportunities to inspire creativity through technology, constantly seeking new ways to eliminate technological barriers, without compromising on sound quality. 
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