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Focusrite RedNet Offers Flexibility and a Future-Proof Setup for Fellowship Church Knoxville

Los Angeles, CA, October 10, 2019 – Fellowship Church Knoxville, a four-campus church in east Tennessee, was an early adopter of AoIP technology. The opportunity came for an upgrade to the system, which its main campus in Knoxville, TN, got over the summer with the addition of several components from Focusrite’s RedNet range of Dante™-networked audio converters and interfaces, including seven RedNet MP8R eight-channel mic pre and A/D converters and two RedNet D64R 64-channel MADI bridges. 
“We used the RedNet MP8R and D64R to completely rebuild the front end of the church’s audio system,” explains Phil Bledsoe, Integration Manager for The Production Source, the Knoxville-based AV integration firm that did the installation. “This church is incredibly savvy when it comes to technology — they did all of their own research when it came to choosing what to upgrade their audio network with — and they decided that RedNet was the way to go.” Bledsoe says the RedNet interfaces offered a high degree of flexibility for their current and future needs: the D64R provides ample I/O management for the church’s existing DiGiCo SD8 consoles, but with their Dante compatibility they will give the church a much wider range of choices when they’re ready to upgrade other components of the sound system. “RedNet and Dante will work with any digital products on the market, and the RedNet units are totally portable, so they can bring audio to any part of the building that already has a network point,” he adds. 

Scott Bradford, Fellowship Church Knoxville’s Tech Director, and Robert Allen, the church’s Head of Audio, had narrowed their upgrade solution search down to three brands, but given their experience with audio networking, they quickly recognized the Dante-enabled RedNet devices as the most effective choice. “Our research process took almost a year — the old system was no longer being supported by the manufacturer but we had time, so this was not a panic situation with a key component melting down on us,” Bradford explains. “We could really get deep into how RedNet could help us.” 
Both Bradford and Allen echo Bledsoe’s assessments of RedNet’s benefits and advantages, and add more of their own. “We have to find creative ways to keep the volume down, such as by bringing things like guitar cabinets offstage and isolating them, but don’t have a typical backstage,” Bradford explains. “But with the D64R, we can drop 16 channels here or 16 channels there to mic things offstage. That’s a huge help.” 
Allen takes that a step further, noting how he can place inputs all over the entire stage or even in a different part of the building. “The Cat-5 infrastructure was already in place, but having RedNet on it really streamlines and supercharges it,” he says. Dante also cuts down on the time needed to reconfigure the sound system for different productions. “We just began a new evening service here and the music has its similarities and its differences with the music for services earlier in the day,” says Bradford. “But Robert can have the system reconfigured for a new rehearsal in less than 30 minutes without having to repatch everything. It’s a huge time and effort saver.” And, adds Allen, the presets for the Focusrite preamps on the MP8R save even more time. “You’re not spending the time, and annoyance for the band, doing another line check on the same inputs,” he says. Bledsoe says integrating the RedNet units into the church’s network was as simple and straightforward as it is for the staff to use them. “Between the flexibility and the ease of use,” he says, “I can see why they wanted to go RedNet.”
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Photo caption 1: Equipment rack backstage at Fellowship Church, featuring Focusrite RedNet components.
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Photo caption 2: Equipment rack positioned near drums at Fellowship Church, featuring Focusrite RedNet components.
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Photo caption 3: Wireless systems rack at the monitor position at Fellowship Church, featuring Focusrite RedNet components.
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About Focusrite Pro 

Focusrite Audio Engineering has pioneered professional audio recording technology spanning almost three decades. Focusrite Pro, the company’s Professional and Commercial division, meets the demands of recording, post-production, live sound and broadcast professionals. It consists of RedNet, a fully modular audio-over-IP solution, and the Red range, Focusrite’s flagship multi-format interfaces, along with the heritage ISA range of microphone preamplifiers and analogue signal processors. Focusrite Pro products have been developed to meet the needs of the most demanding applications through a relentless focus on ease of use, quality and reliability. Focusrite is based in High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, with offices in Los Angeles and Hong Kong.


