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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Focusrite RedNet D16R AES Interface Provides Clearwing Productions with the Key to Network Connectivity Anywhere the Project Takes Them
Clearwing Productions’ work ranges from supporting the Blue Man Group to getting sound down the mountain for the FIS Alpine World Ski Championships, and RedNet D16R connects all of these applications to the network and keeps the sound crystal clear 
Los Angeles, CA, January 14, 2016 – Audio has moved to the network, and that network has to go wherever it’s needed. Clearwing Productions, an AV sales, service, event- production and integration services provider with locations in Milwaukee and Phoenix, acquired eight RedNet D16R AES rack-mount Dante™ interfaces, part of the full line of RedNet Dante network devices from Focusrite, nearly a year ago. The D16R units have transformed how the company is able to move digital audio around for clients ranging from one troupe of the famed Blue Man Group to the 2015 FIS Alpine World Ski Championships in Vail and Beaver Creek, Colorado. 
At the World Ski Championships, the D16R was charged with transporting live audio around the entire event area, which hosted athletes from over 70 nations who were seen by a worldwide television audience approaching 1 billion and an onsite media and broadcast entourage of approximately 1,500 over the course of 13 days and two weekends last February.

 

“That was our first big deployment of RedNet,” says Trevor Powers, Audio Technician with Clearwing Productions and on the World Ski Championships, second only to the Olympics in scale for skiing. “The D16Rs’ main role is to distribute AES audio from the front-of-house consoles to the speaker clusters. Dante-driven audio systems are what clients are asking for, and RedNet’s Dante compatibility and the quality of the sound of the Focusrite D-to-A conversions made RedNet units the only choice, really. Focusrite is known for how well they perform conversions, and the RedNet line is no exception.”

 

Powers says the sound had to be transported between five discrete event zones on the mountain. The system was fully digital, running on single-mode fiber. “They required us to be able to accommodate AES audio from the stages to the consoles, and then from the consoles to the amplifiers, and make the conversions at those points,” says Powers. “We also had to be able to add satellite mixing locations at the base of the ski hill that were used to play national anthems. The RedNet D16R made the interfaces simple and reliable, which is critical in that kind of environment, and they made the audio sound great. Thanks to the Dante connectivity, we could literally plug into the network at any point using the D16Rs. Having these has really changed the way we work. RedNet and networked audio is the way to go.”

 

Additionally, three RedNet D16R units (along with three RedNet 1 eight channel A-D/D-A interfaces and one RedNet 2 sixteen-channel A-D/D-A interface) reside at the Blue Man Theater at Luxor hotel and casino in Las Vegas, where Clearwing Productions was the systems integrator for the theater’s new sound system designed by Marcus Ross.  
Jamie Earle, Chief Engineer at Clearwing Productions, says that as good as RedNet sounds, it’s also been simple to integrate into the company’s inventory and workflow. “It’s handy in that you simply plug it in and it works,” he states. “It’s not software-driven, so there’s no scrolling through pages. Plug it in and you’re on the network.” As a result, the company’s staff were all brought up to speed on RedNet quickly. He continues, “Compared to the complexity of some of the network solutions out there, RedNet was simple yet completely effective.”
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Photo caption 1: A selection of Focusrite RedNet interfaces used by Clearwing Productions at the 2015 FIS Alpine World Ski Championships in Vail and Beaver Creek, Colorado. 
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Photo caption 2: .A view of the site of 2015 FIS Alpine World Ski Championships in Colorado, where Clearwing Productions deployed Focusrite RedNet interfaces to route live audio. 
For further information, head to www.focusrite.com or contact: 

USA: Hannah Bliss +1 (310) 322 5500 // Hannah.Bliss@focusrite.com 

Robert Clyne  +1 (615) 662-1616 // robert@clynemedia.com 


About Focusrite

The Focusrite brand was established in 1985 and the founding principles of the company were to develop products that sounded more musical, in addition to just measuring well – today, we still carry these founding principles forward in our class-leading and award-winning designs. We measure our success by the success of you, our clients, and you will find Focusrite product prominent in professional and project studios throughout the world. Based just outside of London, we work with the best design talent throughout the world to bring you the tools to enhance the way you work. Our product is made with pride and principle in a highly automated ISO 9002 factory with significant level of test by engineers who themselves are musicians and understand the part our product plays in your process.
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