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Grammy® Award-winning producer/engineer Michael D. Clute shares what 40+ studio years taught him about life

— New book, The Sound of Life: The Work, The Wait, The Way, draws on a career of hit records, high-pressure sessions and hard-earned perspective to explore success, faith, family, mentorship and what it means to build a life that lasts —

Nashville, TN, September 16, 2026 — For more than four decades, Grammy® Award-winning producer and engineer Michael D. “Mike” Clute has made his living listening closely. He has listened for the right performance, the right take, the right balance and the nearly imperceptible details that can transform a recording. Along the way, he also began listening for something beyond the music: the lessons that reveal themselves over the course of a long career about ambition, pressure, patience, relationships, faith and knowing when to let go.

Those lessons form the foundation of Clute’s new book, The Sound of Life: The Work, The Wait, The Way, a collection of deeply personal reflections inspired by more than 40 years spent behind the recording console.

“Early in my career, I taught recording at Belmont College, now Belmont University,” shares Scott Hendricks, producer of 78 #1 singles; eight-time ACM, four-time CMA and Emmy Award winner; and former President/CEO of Capitol Records Nashville. “If I were teaching those classes today, this would be the first book I’d require my students to read. There are many places to learn the technical aspects of recording, but what Mike shares here is far more important. I wish I’d had this book before I began my own journey. His insights into the people, relationships and personal sacrifices that come with pursuing a career in music are spot on. It’s a must-read not only for anyone entering the music business, but for anyone passionately pursuing a career.”

Best known for his longtime partnership with Diamond Rio, Clute’s career includes more than 30 million records sold, billions of streams, 24 Grammy nominations, numerous Gold and Platinum albums and more than two dozen No. 1 hits. 

But The Sound of Life is not a book about how to make hit records. It is about what making those records taught Clute about how to live.

“I spent a large part of my career believing that if I prepared enough, worked hard enough and paid close enough attention, I could control the outcome,” says Clute. “That mindset can be useful in a studio, but it becomes exhausting when you start applying it to your entire life. Somewhere along the way, I began to understand that there’s a difference between being responsible for the work and believing you’re responsible for everything that happens afterward. A lot of this book comes from learning that difference.”

Clute describes The Sound of Life not as a traditional memoir, how-to book or career manual, but as mentorship, the kind of conversation that often happens after a long recording session, when the equipment is turned off, the pressure has lifted and people finally begin talking about the things that matter beyond the project at hand. 

“It’s a beautiful work—thoughtfully written, spiritually grounded, insightful and inspiring,” says Greg Nelson, seven-time Grammy Award and 20-time Dove Award-winning producer, composer and orchestrator, and recipient of the GMA Impact Award. “What stood out to me is how Mike’s observations reach beyond biblical reflection to offer lessons that can shape daily life in the studio and bring a deeper awareness to everyone involved in the creative process. The book reflects a life of experience and wisdom, and I believe anyone who loves music or is interested in the music business will find it both meaningful and rewarding.”

Using the language of the recording studio as a framework, Clute explores themes that reach well beyond music: pressure and identity, ambition and patience, success and disappointment, marriage and family, faith and fear, leadership, rest, aging and the responsibility of helping the next generation find its own way.

“The studio has a way of teaching you things you don’t necessarily recognize while they’re happening,” Clute adds. “You learn that preparation matters, but so does instinct. You learn that pressure reveals people. You learn that the wrong voice in the room can change everything. You learn when to push and when to stop. Eventually, I realized those same lessons applied to almost every other part of my life.”

The lessons behind the records
Throughout the book, Clute uses familiar studio concepts – the red recording light, the producer’s chair, pre-production, room acoustics, signal flow and the pursuit of the perfect take – as metaphors for the pressures and choices people face throughout their lives.

A producer, engineer and songwriter with hit records across multiple genres; musician and drummer; YouTube creator; and media personality Bobby Huff (“Dr. Bob”), deems The Sound of Life “a must-read.” He elaborates: “I’ve relied on Mike’s words throughout my career. He’s helped me understand everything from kick drum frequencies and music business politics to the psychology of being a creator. He even built my first DAW computer and ushered me out of the ADAT world. This book is filled with the same wisdom and advice Mike has shared with me for years, and it has had a lasting impact on my life and career.”

One recurring theme is the danger of allowing achievement to become identity. After decades of watching artists and music professionals navigate both success and disappointment, Clute writes candidly about the difference between building an impressive career and building a sustainable life.

He also challenges some of the assumptions that often accompany creative careers, including the belief that constant motion equals progress. Among the lessons he emphasizes are not to confuse speed with progress, anxiety with passion or exhaustion with faithfulness. 

“What I hope younger people understand is that there’s more than one way to measure whether you’re doing well,” Clute says. “Credits are great. Awards are great. Having people know your name is great. But none of those things tell you whether you’re becoming someone you actually want to be. I understand that better now than I did when I was chasing all of those things.”

A book about passing it on
Mentorship and legacy occupy an important place in The Sound of Life. Clute writes that the goal of mentorship is ultimately to become less necessary, to prepare others to find their own voice rather than simply reproduce the methods of the generation before them. He argues that legacy is not about remaining at the center of the room, but about preparing others to stand confidently when you are no longer there. 

That idea also helps explain why Clute chose to write the book now. “I’m at a point where I’m much more interested in passing something along than proving something,” he says. “I’ve been incredibly fortunate in this business, and I’ve also made plenty of mistakes. If some of those experiences can help somebody else recognize what matters a little earlier than I did, then they’re worth sharing.”

Jimmy Olander – legendary guitarist for six-time CMA Group of the Year and Grammy-winning band Diamond Rio – proclaims, “In my life, whether as an artist, producer, writer or guitar player, the tools I have to make records are littered with Mike’s touch. It’s easy to see a change in the quality of my work by recognizing, ‘This is me before Clute. This is me after Clute.’ I am better for simply witnessing this master do his thing.” For studio lessons that illustrate life lessons, Olander says of The Sound of Life: The Work, The Wait, The Way, “If you get a chance to learn straight from the horse’s mouth, as I have, why wouldn’t you?”

The Sound of Life: The Work, The Wait, The Way is available immediately in hardback, paperback and Kindle formats through Amazon. 
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Photo caption 1: Michael D. Clute’s new book, The Sound of Life: The Work, The Wait, The Way, is a collection of deeply personal reflections inspired by more than 40 years spent behind the recording console providing lessons on ambition, pressure, patience, relationships, faith and knowing when to let go.
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Photo caption 2: “The studio has a way of teaching you things you don’t necessarily recognize while they’re happening,” says Michael D. Clute, author of the new book The Sound of Life: The Work, The Wait, The Way. “Eventually, I realized those same lessons applied to almost every other part of my life.”
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Photo caption 3: Written with warmth, humility, and earned wisdom, The Sound of Life: The Work, The Wait, The Way is for artists, leaders, and anyone navigating the middle spaces of life—where the work is real, the waiting is long, and
the way forward is quieter than expected.
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About Michael D. Clute
For more than 40 years, Michael D. Clute has worked as a producer and engineer in the Nashville recording community. A Grammy® Award-winning producer best known for his longtime work with Diamond Rio, Clute’s career encompasses more than 30 million records sold, billions of streams, 24 Grammy nominations, numerous Gold and Platinum albums and more than two dozen No. 1 hits. Today, he continues to mix records and mentor emerging engineers and creators while dividing his time between Nashville and Dallas. He is the founder of Clutopia, a music production company dedicated to the intersection of technical excellence and artistic expression.


