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The Aphex® Xciter Pedal Helps McKendree Church Praise Team

Acoustic Guitarist Andrew Groover Cut Through 

— Aphex® Xciter Pedal takes the legendary processing power of Aphex’s Aural Exciter® and Big Bottom® technologies and uses them to bring out natural tones and define the sound so it never gets lost in the live mix —

BURBANK, CA, July 24, 2012 — With the use of full rock-band instrumentation in contemporary worship becoming the norm, so has the seemingly never-ending struggle for acoustic instruments to keep up with the rest of the band when it comes to volume. Andrew Groover, lead singer and acoustic guitarist for the McKendree United Methodist Church’s Praise Team in Lawrenceville, Georgia, knows that feeling: “It was always hard to get the acoustic guitar to sit right in the mix, either because it wasn’t loud enough or because you begin to lose some of its tone as you push it up in the mix, and the volunteers who run the mix often don’t know how best to present an acoustic guitar in the PA system,” he explains. Those days are over since eight months ago, when Groover began using the Aphex® Xciter Pedal, which brings the power of Aphex’s legendary Aural Exciter® and Big Bottom® technologies to the stage. 
Noting that the McKendree Church’s PA system and FOH console are adequate but older and not state-of-the-art, the Acoustic Guitar Xciter setting on the Aphex Xciter Pedal essentially lets him easily enhance the system for his instrument without adding noise or additional gain to the PA: “The Xciter Pedal lets me dial in what I need to pull the natural tone of my guitars out and get them into the PA,” he says, referring to the two Taylor acoustics – 414 and T5 – that he plays at Sunday services. “It brings out the color and the richness of the guitars’ own sound and lets me get it intact through the PA. It allows it to stand out in the overall mix.” 
Groover says a friend turned him onto the Aphex Xciter Pedal, and ever since it’s been an integral part of his guitar setup on stage. “I’m pretty neurotic about how my guitar sounds – I used to spend half of the rehearsal time trying to get it just right,” he says. “The Acoustic Xciter setting gives me the ability to find the sound I want quickly. It’s a great plug-and-play box. I’m not competing with the rest of the band anymore. I’m right where I need to be.”

 

About the Aphex Xciter

Aphex Xciter pedals are designed to deliver the sonic enhancement the Aural Exciter has been justifiably famous for, taking it out of the studio and onto the stage.

• The Acoustic Guitar Xciter setting is designed for any acoustic instrument with active or passive pickups. Voicing is clean and open, articulation is clear and crisp, and musicality is dramatically improved.

• The Bass Guitar Xciter setting is ideal for any electric or acoustic/electric bass with piezo or magnetic pickups, whether active or passive. Deep tones ring truer, tone is more sustained, slaps and pops cut through without overpowering.

•The Electric Guitar Xciter setting is designed with electric guitar in mind, and works with any axe outfitted with magnetic coil pickups. It increases tonal range and expression, whether running clean or overdriven, adding power and attack without increasing output level.

Legendary musicians such as Paul McCartney, Bruce Springsteen and Led Zeppelin have relied on the Aphex technology behind the Xciter pedal for years and used to rent Aphex products for thousands of dollars for audio mastering.

For more information, please visit www.aphex.com. 
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About Aphex

Founded in 1975, Aphex is a leading designer and manufacturer of high-performance signal processing products for the professional audio, broadcast, fixed installation, M.I., touring-sound, home-recording and consumer-electronics market sectors. Aphex has built its reputation on providing the cleanest, clearest, most effective signal and dynamics processing technologies available. The company’s Aural Exciter®, Big Bottom® and Compeller® technologies have been the basis for Aphex’s product line and are widely considered to be industry standards. The company has recently expanded from its hardware platform and developed Audio Xciter™, the first audio app that brings studio-quality audio to smartphones and tablets. Aphex sells its products and licenses its technologies worldwide. Visit them at www.aphex.com.

About DWV Entertainment/David Wiener Ventures

DWV Entertainment is a leader in audio and entertainment product and technology innovation. Along with the Aphex brand, the company's DW Collection line of elegant home entertainment products has received worldwide acclaim for its uncompromising approach to product engineering, performance and style. This has resulted in visually stunning, high performance audio products, including the exclusive Ferrari Art.Engine, Art.Opera and Art.Studio series audiophile loudspeakers and audio transmission devices.

DWV Entertainment was spun out of David Wiener Ventures (DWV). The driving force behind DWV is David Wiener, whose talents and passions have led him to be a pioneer in several disciplines, including audio, aircraft design, human-powered vehicles, active wear fashion, photography, Formula One racing and more. Profiled in international magazines, newspapers, design books and television shows, including a PBS documentary about his work with high-performance vehicles, Mr. Wiener has a rich background in engineering, art and aerodynamics. He holds over a dozen patents and is the recipient of several international design and business awards. A creative visionary, Mr. Wiener brings his unique perspective to all his endeavors, and is now focused on helping musicians and music lovers make the most of every music experience.
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