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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Rammstein 2022 Stadium Tour Chooses Waves SoundGrid Rack for Venue, Waves Extreme SoundGrid Server and Waves Plugins for Guitarist Richard Kruspe’s Monitor Mix

Knoxville, TN, January 19, 2023 — For Rammstein’s recent 2022 stadium tour, monitor engineer, producer, composer and studio engineer Sky Van Hoff (Rammstein, Till Lindemann, Sleep Token, Emigrate) chose SoundGrid Rack for VENUE, Waves Extreme SoundGrid Server and Waves plugins to lift guitarist Richard Kruspe’s monitor mix to another level. Van Hoff, who serves as dedicated monitor engineer for Kruspe on tour with Rammstein, has also produced guitars for the last two and multi #1 platinum awarded Rammstein records, the two latest Emigrate - Kruspe’s solo records, and recently wrote and produced Till Lindemann’s latest track “Ich hasse Kinder” as well as writing his own original material.

Van Hoff comments, “We have such a high bar on this production that we try to avoid any issues ahead of time by going with as decent of a signal as possible into our chains,” says Van Hoff. “Since I work with Richard inside the studio a lot, I am also involved in Richard’s live guitar tones/Kemper amp profiles as well, so we made sure that everything is hitting the desk sounding like Rammstein do – huge and top notch! We also have one, if not the best audio and tech crew in the game, so everything – guitars, drums and bass – has been tweaked to its full potential and fitting the artists styles to just sound great and ‘right’ already at its source. When monitoring the live show, Waves plugins have made it possible for me to break all boundaries and feel at home instantly.”

Van Hoff is running an Avid VENUE S6L 32D plus a Waves Extreme SoundGrid Server including all Waves plugins. “I basically have a by-timecode remotely automated full-scale studio mix running into Richard’s IEMs for the whole setlist. Every part of the set and almost every track on the board are nuancing around the arrangements of Rammstein’s songs, just like it would be on a record mix. Everything is locking in with each other the right way at any time, at least as far as a stadium venue situation allows it to be. It’s basically a wave of a full on and fat album mix that you are riding with your guitar in your hands, sound in your ears and a gigantic crowd of Rammstein fans singing and cheering along. It’s surreal. We’re talking about my S6L and Waves plugins being tweaked by around 320 snapshots for 22 songs.”

He adds, “When I first got on the desk with Rammstein (which also was the first for me being at a monitoring desk or in a live situation as an engineer ever), Waves plugins absolutely transcended my imagination. Everything I am used to from the studio is possible in a live situation and I would have never imagined for this to be possible at this scale. I am absolutely stoked about the final mix I am able to run.”
 
As far as must-have Waves plugins, Van Hoff comments, “The Waves SSL G-Channel is a must on my master buss and on parallel and master compression. I squash the heck out of my drum mix on a parallel buss, using the SSL to acquire more attack, excitement and also to glue everything together. Glue is the word here. The SSL, musically and in the right tempo, gives me an energetic smack, attack, or if intended, a certain smoothness. On the master I use it to duck things around my drums a little and also glue all those things together – while bypassing compression on Richard’s guitar tracks.”

“I never do a vocal mix without the CLA 76, ever. It is probably my absolute favorite plugin. Its super-fast release, harmonic distortion, overtone structure, just the sound and the release time that’s available to me here is insane. It also gives me the absolute saturated vocal compression tone I like to go for. I fell in love with the Scheps Omni Channel back in the day when I did some factory-presets for Waves – this thing can do anything and everything in one plugin, make sure to check out my presets if you own an Omni Channel, if not – get on this thing! I love the PuigTec EQs; I boost them around 1 dB of low/high shelf basically to glue the mix. Torque does wonders for me in making drums more ‘smacky.’ I use the Waves Doubler whenever there’s something mono coming from tape. I double it to make it wider and more exciting, quite important since Richard’s guitar is kind of focused in the center of the mix. The API 2500 is my favorite snare compressor of all time, this thing is absolutely hitting hard.”

Van Hoff sums it up: “Using the Waves Extreme SoundGrid Server, which allows you to run as many Waves plugins as you want, on as many channels as you’ve got, combined with the Avid S6L, enabled me to dive deep into the lair of tones and create the chains I love and am used to. I felt at home right away and was able to have Rammstein sound like they should on stage through in-ears and in general, massive, epic and majestic.”

…ends 849 words
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Photo caption 1: Rammstein’s Monitor Engineer, Sky Van Hoff

About Waves Audio Ltd.:
Waves is the world’s leading developer of audio DSP solutions for music production, recording, mixing, mastering, sound design, post-production, live sound, broadcast, commercial and consumer electronics audio markets. Since its start in the early '90s, Waves has developed a comprehensive line of over 250 audio plugins and numerous hardware devices. For its accomplishments, Waves received a Technical GRAMMY® Award in 2011, and its early flagship plugin, the Q10 equalizer, was selected as an inductee into the TECnology Hall of Fame. 

Increasingly leveraging pioneering techniques in artificial intelligence, neural networks and machine learning, as well as the company’s three decades of accumulated expertise in psychoacoustics, Waves technologies are being used to improve sound quality in a growing number of market sectors. Around the world, Waves’ award-winning plugins are utilized in the creation of hit records, major motion pictures, and top-selling video games. Additionally, Waves now offers hardware-plus-software solutions (including the revolutionary eMotion LV1 mixer) for professional audio markets. The company’s WavesLive division is a leader in the live sound sector, spearheading the development of solutions for all live platforms. Products from Waves Commercial Audio enable A/V system integrators and installers to deliver superior sound quality for corporate, commercial, government, educational, entertainment, sports and house-of-worship applications. Under its Maxx brand, Waves offers semiconductor and licensable algorithms for consumer electronics applications, used in laptops, smartphones, smart speakers, gaming headsets, TVs and more from industry leaders such as Dell, Google, Fitbit, Acer, Asus, Hisense and others.

North America Offices:
Waves, Inc., 2800 Merchants Drive, Knoxville, TN 37912; 
Tel: 865-909-9200, Fax: 865-909-9245, Email: info@waves.com,  
Web: http://www.waves.com  

Corporate Headquarters Israel:
Waves Ltd., Azrieli Center, The Triangle Tower, 32nd Floor, Tel Aviv 67023, Israel; 
Tel: 972-3-608-4000, Fax: 972-3-608-4056, Email: info@waves.com, 
Web: http://www.waves.com  

Waves Public Relations:
Clyne Media, Inc., 169-B Belle Forest Circle, Nashville, TN 37221;
Tel: 615-662-1616, Email: robert@clynemedia.com, 
Web: http://www.clynemedia.com  
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