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PRESS INFORMATION

Contact: Neilson/Clyne

Tel: (615) 500-3261

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LIGHTVIPER™ GETS REAL WITH THE X-FACTOR
— England’s Video Sound Services TV Production group deploys 

LightViper™ fiber optic audio transport system for world renowned reality TV show —

Annapolis Junction, MD, December 4, 2006 — FiberPlex, Inc., the leading professional audio fiber optic systems supplier to the sound production industry, announced that its LightViper™ fiber optic digital audio transport system has been deployed for TV production audio in the internationally syndicated UK television reality show The X-Factor.

The portable LightViper 32/8 system has provided The X-Factor sound supervisor Robert Edwards of Video Sound Services with a compact and rapid set-up fiber audio transport solution which overcomes obstacles created by both a complex set at Wembley’s Fountain Studios production stage, and an environment rife with RF interference.

On Edwards’ recommendation, UK production company talkback THAMES purchased the LightViper system to cover signal transport from mic to mixing console as well as for talkback needs on the latest series of the English reality TV show. With transmission to UK television networks ITV1 and ITV2, Video Sound Services needed a more efficient means of delivering the sound from the studio floor to the control room; they turned to the FiberPlex LightViper VIS-1832 fiber-optic digital snake to create far more effective tie lines over greater distances.

X-Factor’s Edwards commented: 

“There are 63 wireless mics plus a lot of LED lighting creating significant RF. From a cable point-of-view it’s a hostile environment. Some of the signals are hard to keep clean. We have some mics at the judges’ area and the cable run from the podium in the middle and back to the wall boxes is not the cleanest. But the LightViper cleaned it all up; the short run to the head end stagebox — bypassing the existing infrastructure — resulted in a much cleaner signal.”

Short-run D-Sub cables and a custom 32/8 break-out panel to furnish feeds to the main studio were made by Kelsey Acoustics who distribute the LightViper System in the UK.

The full system includes the compact VIS-1832 32/8 stagebox at front-of-house (accepting 32 XLR or TRS balanced or unbalanced mic/line signals), which connects to a rack unit at the house mixing position via a lightweight, multimode fiber-optic cable. All data transfers are at 24-bit/96 kHz, and optional optical outs on the stagebox allow ‘splits’ to a monitor mixer and recording/broadcast feeds.

The network was accomplished using multimode fiber terminated on the new Neutrik Optical Con fiber optic connectors. The X-Factor sound production uses the majority of available inputs and all three gain positions, without the need for software.

“Aside from the benefits of using fiber over copper, the LightViper system is a self-contained plug-and-play system with both a remote [stagebox] and tail-end [mixing position]. It operates without the need for a laptop so it’s quick to rig,” stated Edwards. “The system is two-way so we are sending zero level returns to the studio floor and using the system as a glorified talkback to the musical director — otherwise the route would be tortuous.” VSS’s confidence in using fiber optic audio transport and the LightViper system has been boosted by the work they have carried out before. “The Sky TV work we do relies heavily on fiber optic transmission networks — it’s not such a big mystery.”
The X-Factor reaches its conclusion on December 16th.
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Photo Caption: Pictured are the original UK program X-Factor judging panel.
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Editor’s Technical Notes:

LightViper’s fiber optic cable offers total signal path isolation between both stage and mixer as well as between the mixer and power amplification; the cable is totally immune to ground loops, RFI, EMI and electromechanical noise, and runs of up to 1 1/4 miles (6,600 feet) can be easily accomplished without signal loss or degradation. 

FiberPlex includes a limited lifetime warranty with all of its LightViper system components.

Additional information can be obtained at www.fiberplex.com or www.lightviper.com. 

NOTE: LightViper™ is a registered trademark of FiberPlex, Inc. Other company and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information, contact Ron Neilson, Neilson/Clyne, Inc.: Tel: (615) 500-3261; 

Email: rneilson@neilsonclyne.com; Web: www.neilsonclyne.com.
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LightViper is a trademark of FiberPlex, Inc., 10840-412 Guilford Road, Annapolis Junction, MD 20701. 

For further information, please call (301) 604-0100, fax (301) 604-0773, 

or visit www.fiberplex.com or www.lightviper.com.


