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PRESS INFORMATION

Contact: Ron Neilson

Clyne Media

Tel: (615) 500-3261

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BBC Deploys LightViper™ for Innovative Television Coverage 

of Falkland Islands Memorial Service 
Annapolis Junction, MD, August 6, 2007 — FiberPlex, Inc., the leading professional audio fiber optic supplier to the sound production industry, has announced that their LightViper™ audio transport system was recently utilized by Britain’s BBC Television. The BBC’s Outside Broadcasts group built a location production room in a tractor shed at San Carlos on the Falkland Islands last month to capture and link live pictures and sound for a Remembrance Service which commemorated the 25th Anniversary of the British/Argentinian armed conflict. 

Live coverage from the Falkland’s service, attended by veterans and currently-serving British soldiers, was sent via satellite and simultaneously fed into live coverage of a corollary service taking place at the Horse Guards venue in London’s Whitehall (governmental offices district). 

For the BBC’s senior sound supervisor, Tim Davies, there were a number of important considerations since the crew would be working in arduous conditions with limited electricity supply. High on his list were reducing freight costs and equipment reliability.

As the hub for his signal chain, Davies chose a FiberPlex LightViper, a lightweight fiber optic digital audio snake system supplied by U.K. pro audio supplier, Kelsey Acoustics. The LightViper was configured as a 32 x 8 system, enabling it to handle all the live and FX mic feeds, sends and returns.

Davies explained, “We needed an easy system to operate and wanted to save on rigging and man-power, not to mention truck space and reduce the amount of multicores we used.”
However, the BBC Outside Broadcasts did use multicores for signal distribution from the 
LightViper system. Based in the farm’s tractor shed at the top of a hill, the crew set up a communications system with San Carlos Military Cemetery which was located 600 feet away. From there they ran the conventional multicore audio snakes to the various points where the FX mics were situated.

To put weight comparisons into perspective, the two 900 ft reels of fiber optic cables brought by the sound crew weighed approximately 50 lbs, including their transport reels. The copper multicore snakes alone weighed a quarter of a ton (500 lbs).

“There were enormous advantages in using the LightViper fiber system; with the mic amps being close to the mics there was no danger of capacitance or loss of phantom power,” Davies observed. The small stage box was easily concealed and provided a split output with the four-core fiber cable carrying the sends and returns.

The audio feeds included speeches, a military band and a choir. 

Tim Davies continued, “We had 16 mics coming up from the cemetery and we returned an IEM feed to the MD of the Royal Marine Band — with a click track — so he could play in time.” Davies’s crew were also taking a feed from London to the PA system, as the production team cut between pictures of San Carlos Military Cemetery in the Falklands to London footage from the Horse Guards, mixing in stereo as the main memorial went out live on the U.K.’s BBC Two television station.

As for power, the British MOD (Ministry Of Defence) were able to provide the five-camera BBC crew and audio technicians with a 50-amp Rapier missile generator. “The 4-meter satellite uplink dish drew 40 amps of that, while the scanner truck, including two Yamaha O1V’s and the vision mixer, pulled just 8!” Tim observed.

“We were 75 miles from the nearest habitation and had traveled to the Falklands with just two and a half tons of equipment, minimalist to say the least. But everything worked beautifully, despite operating in the midst of a snow blizzard, with an incredible wind chill factor.”
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Photos Attached (2): Suggested captions (Falksky.jpg): The Falkland Islands in mid-winter June: the BBC’s audio crew is en route to the production location in capital city, San Carlos, for a live TV broadcast/simulcast of a 25th Anniversary Falkland’s Memorial Service. (Falkgear.jpg) The BBC’s Outside Broadcast team created an impromptu television production room inside a tractor shed located 600 feet away from the services at the Military Cemetery. Shown here is the 32 X 8 FiberPlex LightViper system (in flight case under monitor screen) that was utilized to minimize both manpower as well as shipping weight for the live TV production’s audio facilities.
Editor’s Technical Notes:

Fiberplex manufactures the LightViper fiber optic audio cable transport systems. The LightViper systems offer total signal path isolation between both stage and mixer as well as between the mixer and power amplification; the cable is totally immune to ground loops, RFI, EMI and electromechanical noise, and runs of up to 1 1/4 miles (6,600 feet) can be easily accomplished without signal loss or degradation. FiberPlex includes a limited lifetime warranty with all of its LightViper system components.

Additional information can be obtained at www.fiberplex.com or www.lightviper.com. 

NOTE: LightViper™ is a registered trademark of FiberPlex, Inc. Other company and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information, contact Ron Neilson, Clyne Media, Inc.: Tel: (615) 500-3261; 

Email: ron@clynemedia.com; Web: www.clynemedia.com
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LightViper is a trademark of FiberPlex, Inc., 10840-412 Guilford Road, Annapolis Junction, MD 20701. 

For further information, please call (301) 604-0100, fax (301) 604-0773, 

or visit www.fiberplex.com or www.lightviper.com.


