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GUITAR CENTER PROFESSIONAL HELPS KEEP THE HIP-HOP SCENE 

HOT IN MINNEAPOLIS

— Producer Andrew Thomas contributes to a renaissance of the Twin Cities’ amazing R&B legacy and now has a SSL AWS 900+ SE console from GC Pro to help that along —
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA, August 18, 2010 — When it comes to the history of R&B and Urban music, Minneapolis has quite the pedigree, as the home to legends like Prince, Morris Day & The Time and Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis. Today, breakout producer and composer Andrew Thomas still sees plenty of possibilities in Minneapolis’ hip-hop scene, and he’s upgraded his personal studio as he works on making the scene come alive there once more. Thomas recently purchased a new SSL AWS 900+ SE console from Guitar Center Professional (GC Pro), the outside sales division of Guitar Center that focuses on the needs of professional users, along with an upgrade to his Avid Pro Tools HD 3 rig from a PCI to a PCIe, as well as an Avid 192 I/O audio interface and a new patch bay custom configured for him by GC Pro Sales Associate Joe Ingle. 

Thomas is the producer behind hip-hop artist MN Fats, and several of the artist’s standout tracks, including collaborations with Keisha White and Snoop Dogg, the latter of whom performed on a track co-written by Thomas himself. MN Fats’ project is to be released through Sony Music and distributed through Sony’s RED distribution arm. That record will be mixed on the SSL AWS 900+ SE. 

Thomas had shopped around but discovered that only GC Pro offered him the combination of price, selection and service that he needed. “GC Pro’s pricing was better than any of the other stores that I checked out,” he says. “I knew what I wanted, they had it at the best prices, and they did the installation, too. It was a painless process.” 

Joe Ingle, the GC Pro Sales Associate at the Minneapolis store who guided the sale, says Thomas is incredibly talented and very focused on what he wanted. “It was great being able to come up with exactly what Andy wanted in the patch bay which was one of his main concerns with the upgrade. The new patch bays all terminate to DB25 connectors, which combined with all custom Mogami snakes, make for a simple, clean and effective solution,” says Ingle. “Andy has a great studio and he does really good work. Minneapolis has always had a great music scene, and it’s constantly getting better. I love being a part of it.” 

Thomas does indeed envision a time when Minneapolis’ talents will work together to give the city a higher profile in the music business. “What I want to do with this studio is create a place where people can come together and make connections,” he says. “Where we can help the music happen here. We want to make teamwork happen again, and that’s what we got with GC Pro – a team.”

For more information, please visit www.gcpro.com.
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Photo Caption: Minneapolis-based producer Andy Thomas, in his control room with his SSL AWS 900+ SE console, sourced through GC Pro.
About Guitar Center Professional/Guitar Center

Guitar Center Professional is the outside sales division of Guitar Center that focuses on the needs of professional users. Its clientele includes recording studios, audio engineers, producers, recording and touring musicians, live sound venues, post production facilities and more. Emphasizing extraordinary individualized service via local account managers, GC Pro offers expert consultation and a comprehensive selection of the world’s finest equipment for music and audio professionals. More information on GC Pro can be found by visiting www.gcpro.com.

Guitar Center is the leading United States retailer of guitars, amplifiers, percussion instruments, keyboards and pro-audio and recording equipment. Our retail store subsidiary presently operates more than 200 Guitar Center stores across the U.S. In addition, our Music & Arts division operates more than 100 stores specializing in band instruments for sale and rental, serving teachers, band directors, college professors and students. We are also the largest direct response retailer of musical instruments in the United States through our wholly owned subsidiary, Musician’s Friend, Inc., and its catalog and Web site, www.musiciansfriend.com. More information on Guitar Center can be found by visiting the Company’s Web site at www.guitarcenter.com. 

The Guitar Center logo is a registered trademark of Guitar Center, Inc. Other brand or product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.
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