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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Willow Creek Community Church Gets Massive Audio System Upgrade Including Focusrite RedNet Components
Los Angeles, CA, July 6, 2017 – Willow Creek Community Church is among the largest worship facilities in the U.S., serving a weekly congregation of 26,000 in the Chicagoland area. The church’s 800,000-square-foot main campus, located in South Barrington, Illinois, recently underwent a major upgrade to its AV systems, including Yamaha FOH, monitor and broadcast consoles, a robust Dante™ network infrastructure, Cisco network switches, Meyer Sound MILO and M2D systems and much more. Helping to distribute the audio between each location is a number of RedNet Dante-networked audio interfaces from Focusrite. 
As with many modern churches, AV production takes a central role in worship, including video screens and closed-circuit feeds, broadcast and streaming, and more. Matt Wentz, who has been with the church for the past 11 years and for the past six the Audio Systems Engineer, notes, “Our whole production team is as many as 30 people total, and they’re broken up into three smaller crews. We updated our video systems last year, and it was important we upgrade the audio to keep up. Dante was clearly the right solution as far as networking such a big campus, and we were running into some conversion issues here and there. After doing extensive research, I acquired a RedNet 6 interface, and the rest sort of came together piece by piece.”
The RedNet complement includes nearly three dozen units. A total of seven RedNet HD32R 32-channel HD Dante network bridges were installed – six for the church’s recording studio, offering 192 I/O’s, and one for track playback at FOH; two RedNet PCIeR Cards serve the FOH and monitor console for a VSC interface; two RedNet A16R 16-channel analog I/O interfaces serve as local I/O for the recording studio; a total of two RedNet A8R eight-channel analog I/O interfaces are used for guest consoles and d3 audio monitoring, respectively; three RedNet MP8R eight-channel mic pre and A/D converters are utilized for recording studio local mic inputs and the video recording studio; a RedNet D16R 16-channel AES3 I/O is used for guest consoles; a RedNet D64R 64-channel MADI bridge is used as an interface between MADI video router I/O; a RedNet 6 MADI bridge is used as an interface between MADI video router I/O; a RedNet 3 32-channel digital I/O interface is used for a d3 Media Server; an additional RedNet PCIeR Card is used as a troubleshooting test device; and a RedNet AM2 is employed as a local troubleshooting headphone amp.
Wentz adds, “We have three huge services each week that are held in our 7200-seat auditorium – one on Saturday and two on Sunday – as well as visiting artists and a massive annual conference, the Global Leadership Summit, which gets broadcast and re-broadcast to literally hundreds of thousands of people around the world. We’ve been able to put this system to work for all of it, and it’s performed flawlessly. And even if I ever do have a problem, Focusrite’s product support is extremely helpful and professional. Before this system was put in place, we had copper wiring infrastructure – the ground hum about drove me crazy. But with the Dante network in place and Focusrite interfaces, we know the sound will be completely clean. So the workflow and the ability to just get clean audio from one point to another with the RedNet units, that’s one of the huge benefits of why we went with RedNet and Dante and the whole audio networking. There’s not a lot of room for error in what we do, and RedNet adds an extra level of reliability. It’s enhanced and streamlined our workflow to a massive degree.”
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Photo caption 1: Ryan Pribyl, Broadcast Audio Engineer, pictured in one of Willow Creek Community Church’s editing suites. The church features an extensive arsenal of Focusrite RedNet gear to provide connectivity for the facility’s Dante network infrastructure.
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Photo caption 2: Six Focusrite RedNet HD32R 32-channel HD Dante network bridges employed in the recording studio of Willow Creek Community Church. 
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Photo caption 3: The FOH position at Willow Creek Community Church, featuring a Focusrite RedNet A8R eight-channel analog I/O interface. 
For further information, head to www.focusrite.com or contact: 
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About Focusrite

The Focusrite brand was established in 1985 and the founding principles of the company were to develop products that sounded more musical, in addition to just measuring well – today, we still carry these founding principles forward in our class-leading and award-winning designs. We measure our success by the success of you, our clients, and you will find Focusrite product prominent in professional and project studios throughout the world. Based just outside of London, we work with the best design talent throughout the world to bring you the tools to enhance the way you work. Our product is made with pride and principle in a highly automated ISO 9002 factory with significant level of test by engineers who themselves are musicians and understand the part our product plays in your process.
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