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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


The University of North Texas Builds On Its Extensive and Reliable Focusrite RedNet Networking Arsenal
Huge RedNet system installed nearly three years ago at UNT remains solid as a rock as new units are added and the network is further expanded
Los Angeles, CA, May 16, 2018 – The College of Music at the University of North Texas (UNT), in the Dallas-area suburb of Denton, implemented a large installation of Focusrite’s RedNet range of Dante™-networked audio converters and interfaces in 2015. At the time, a total of 44 RedNet units were connected to create an efficient and cost-effective digital audio network that links a total of nine performance spaces, including the school’s two main performance halls and a portable jazz workshop, as well as two audio mix/control rooms. Nearly three years later, the entire network remains solidly in place, providing enormous technical efficiencies and measurable economic benefits, even as the network has been recently expanded with additional units.

“In three years, there hasn’t been a single problem with the RedNet network, and adding new units has been as easy as adding a new computer to a network,” says Blair Liikala, Manager of Recording Services at UNT’s College of Music. He says further that the RedNet network is used to transport audio throughout the College of Music’s complex of rooms, as well as for live streaming of performances there through the building’s audio control rooms. In addition, the RedNet audio network acts as a guide for a video network the school has added over the last year, which runs on a separate but parallel network from audio. 

 

RedNet’s robustness and flexibility have helped UNT streamline its workflow — for instance, Liikala says the time saved from having to patch the 64 channels of digital audio the RedNet system provides has allowed the department to add to and improve its services menu. “We can save settings and recall them at the push of a button, instead of having to rebuild a mix we set up months earlier,” he explains. “There’s a definite economic benefit to the network.” And the addition of a pair of new RedNet PCIe cards, which deliver up to 128 channels I/O with under 3-ms latency, now extend the network to the College of Music’s Logic Pro DAW and MIDI sequencer software. 

 

And UNT’s staff has also come to rely on RedNet for sonic quality, as well. “RedNet is completely transparent in terms of sound quality,” he says. “We can connect to instruments in another part of the building, and it sounds as if they’re in the same room.” After almost three years of having the RedNet network operating at the school, Liikala says he can’t imagine being without it. “It’s become part of our lives here now,” he says. “The students and the instructors all love it — they are constantly coming in here to geek out on it. And that is the ultimate compliment you can pay to a network. RedNet does so many things and solves so many challenges, but it’s so simple to use.”
Focusrite gear setup at University of North Texas College of Music:

· Seven RedNet 1 eight-channel A-D/D-A interfaces
· Seven RedNet 2 16-channel A-D/D-A interfaces

· Six RedNet D16R 16-channel AES3 I/O’s 
· Two RedNet D64R 64-channel MADI bridges
· Four RedNet HD32R 32-channel HD Dante network bridges (which act as interfaces for the school’s Pro Tools|HD systems.)

· 17 RedNet MP8R eight-channel mic pre and A/D converters
· one RedNet 3 32-channel digital I/O interface

· newly added: one RedNet A16R 16-channel analogue I/O interface 
· newly added: two RedNet PCIeR Cards (employed to now extend the network to the College of Music’s Logic Pro DAW and MIDI sequencer software)

· newly added: two RedNet AM2 stereo audio monitoring units
· newly added: two additional D16R’s (used as the interface with the video system, for embedding audio for video).
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Photo caption 1: Focusrite RedNet components in a portable rack, in use at University of North Texas.
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Photo caption 2: Recording/mixing room of University of North Texas, which benefits from the connectivity offered by Focusrite RedNet components.

For further information, head to http://pro.focusrite.com or contact: 

USA: Dan Hughley +1 (310) 322 5500 // dan.hughley@focusrite.com 
Robert Clyne  +1 (615) 662-1616 // robert@clynemedia.com 

About Focusrite Pro 
Focusrite Audio Engineering has pioneered professional audio recording technology spanning almost three decades. Focusrite Pro, the company’s Professional and Commercial division, meets the demands of recording, post-production, live sound and broadcast professionals. It consists of RedNet, a fully modular audio-over-IP solution, and the Red range, Focusrite’s flagship multi-format interfaces, along with the heritage ISA range of microphone preamplifiers and analogue signal processors. Focusrite Pro products have been developed to meet the needs of the most demanding applications through a relentless focus on ease of use, quality and reliability. Focusrite is based in High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, with offices in Los Angeles and Hong Kong.
