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EAW’s Compact, Self-Powered NTL720 Line Array Loudspeaker System Is Winning Hearts and Minds in the Pacific Northwest


Major regional S.R. providers are finding that the NTL720 is a great box for music, corporate and house-of-worship applications

Multiple P.A. companies have agreed to make their NTL720 boxes available for cross-rentals, assuring both satisfied end users and increased market share

Whitinsville, MA, USA, August 27, 2009 – Hailing from one of the nation’s most vital music scenes, the Seattle area’s audio professionals know great sound; even still, consensus is sometimes hard to come by. That is why it is of particular note that the NTL720 Line Array Loudspeaker System from EAW, a world leader in audio system solutions for the past 30 years, has quickly – but not quietly – become the reference standard for the greater Pacific Northwest. The self-powered, true three-way NTL720 features numerous EAW-patented and proprietary technologies, all housed in an extremely compact package, and it has become the new favorite in the region thanks to its great sound, high reliability, exceptional flexibility and its good-sense economics. Leading regional S.R. providers including Carlson Audio Systems, Audio Media, Inc. and Triamp Group have all found the EAW NTL720 lives up to their expectations.

“The NTL720 is possibly the most versatile box we’ve ever had,” comments Mark Carlson, who, with partner Jonathan Stoverud-Meyers, built Seattle-based Carlson Audio from its beginnings in a garage 20 years ago, to the region’s largest sound reinforcement provider, regularly handling sound for major festivals including Bumbershoot: Seattle’s Music & Arts Festival and the Sasquatch Festival at the Gorge in George, Washington. 

“The 720 is a compact box that we can use for small and mid-sized venues like hotel ballrooms, and it’s becoming popular for house-of-worship installations” – Carlson Audio has installed the NTL720 in two Seattle-area churches since purchasing 20 boxes last October – “but it can also extend the reach of our existing EAW systems.” That’s how they’ve used the NTL720 at recent outdoor venues, such as the KWJZ Music Festival at Château Ste. Michelle in Woodinville, Washington, and at the Sasquatch Festival, where the 720 was arrayed for offstage coverage in conjunction with the company’s EAW 761 Line Array system. “There’s nothing else out there that can take in the 100-plus-degree coverage angle,” Carlson explains, noting that in one instance it took the 100 degrees of coverage of the main P.A. to a full 180 degrees. “It’s got very predictable coverage, it’s self-powered so it’s easy to set up and it sounds great. It’s a great asset for our inventory.”

Audio Media, Inc. is a Seattle-based P.A. provider specializing in the corporate and award-show market categories throughout the region. Audio Media has done work for major area clients including Microsoft, Boeing and the Bellevue Symphony. The NTL720 was Audio Media’s introduction to EAW P.A. technology, and company President Steve Midkiff is duly impressed. “When we did a comparison of what was out there in this type of box, the 720 was simply the best package at the best price and with fabulous sound,” he says. Audio Media purchased 16 NTL720 boxes and bought additional bumpers because, Midkiff explains, some corporate events require more than two clusters to maintain speech intelligibility as well as serve music properly. And in a unique twist, both Audio Media and Carlson Audio coordinated their NTL720 purchases so that they would be able to support each other if one or the other needed additional boxes. “We’ve already had a few instances where we have cross-rented with Carlson, and it’s been working out very well,” says Midkiff.

The Seattle-area-based Triamp Group is another early NTL720 adopter who has had great experiences with the system. An NTL720 they installed at the Wildhorse Casino in Pendleton, Oregon, consists of six 720 boxes flown per side and augmented with four ground-stacked EAW SB1000z Large Format Subwoofers and two EAW VR62 Compact Full-Range Loudspeakers used as delay speakers, played 60 feet back in the 120-foot hall. The new system had its debut earlier this year with Frank Sinatra, Jr. and his orchestra, followed not long after by Poison front man Bret Michaels. “The sound was amazing for both performers, which really shows how versatile the NTL720 is,” says Kevin Hill, National Sales Manager for Triamp Group. “We chose it because of the enclosure’s low profile, which made it a great fit in a room this size, which holds about 900 people. Bret’s band reached between 115 and 120 dB during rehearsal, measured from the front rows, and I didn’t think the system would be able to handle it, but it not only kept up but also sounded great doing so. The drivers are very efficient, so it still sounds pristine even when it’s being pushed. It’s just a great sound system.”

About the EAW NTL720:

The EAW NTL720 is a self-powered line array system that features a true three-way design and numerous other EAW-patented and proprietary technologies, housed in an extremely compact (9.4" x 24" x 14.3") and lightweight (less than 50 pounds) package. The entire enclosure face of each NTL720 module is filled by a full-sized mid/high horn providing 110-degree (horizontal) by 12-degree (vertical) dispersion. The extreme horn size ensures broadband pattern control throughout the entire MF/HF pass-band. 

High frequencies are produced by six 1-inch dome tweeters, configured in two vertical columns (each with three tweeters) mounted on a manifold that feeds a single slot in the center of the horn, which is highly effective in controlling vertical dispersion. Flanking the HF section, dual 6-inch cone woofers handle the MF range, also loading on to the horn with minimal space between the MF and HF components, enhancing coherency and improving overall off-axis response. The LF section features EAW’s proprietary Phase Aligned approach, first utilized in KF730 Series line arrays. Both 6-inch LF drivers are positioned in a side-mounted “figure-8” configuration that extends horizontal pattern control while directing more acoustical energy on axis. The response of the MF drivers is also extended down to 100 Hz, furthering low-end presence and impact. The onboard self-powering technology includes three individual modified 500-watt Class-D (digital) amplifier modules, each tailored for its respective subsection (LF, LF/MF, and HF – all 4-ohm loads). 

Each amplifier module is accompanied by its own precisely matched digital signal processor. Headlining the DSP is EAW’s Gunness™ Focusing alignment and driver processing algorithms that produce horn-loaded performance comparable to premium direct-radiating studio monitors. EAW Pilot control software provides comprehensive DSP control, as well as monitoring of amplifier status; when connected, all NTL720 loudspeakers make up a network in which EAW Pilot recognizes each individual loudspeaker, as well as arrays acting as a single unit. Not only does EAW Pilot assist in optimizing a wide range of loudspeaker/array parameters, but its Wizard modeling software also helps in automatically configuring array DSP for optimal performance for specific audience areas, greatly simplifying system setup and alignment.

For more information, please visit www.eaw.com.
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About EAW 

Founded in 1978 and celebrating over 30 years of excellence, Eastern Acoustic Works® (EAW®) is a global leader in producing high-performance professional audio equipment trusted by the most discerning professionals for every possible sound reinforcement application.

About LOUD Technologies Inc.

As the corporate parent for world-recognized brands Alvarez®, Ampeg®, Blackheart®, Crate®, EAW®, Mackie®, Martin Audio® and TAPCO®, LOUD engineers, markets and distributes a wide range of professional audio and musical instrument products worldwide. Our product lines include sound reinforcement systems, analog and digital mixers, guitar and bass amplifiers, and acoustic and electric guitars. These products can be found in professional and project recording studios, video and broadcast suites, post-production facilities, sound reinforcement applications including houses of worship, stadiums and nightclubs, retail locations and on major musical concert tours. The Company distributes its products primarily through retail dealers, mail order outlets and installed sound contractors. The Company has its primary operations in the United States with operations in the United Kingdom, Canada and China. For more information, please see our website: www.loudtechinc.com.

EAW is a registered trademark of LOUD Technologies Inc. in the United States and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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